> F 4 oF © "FX. 


Faru and Pute rick of that Pyar {by 
BUCH; ANI TES, Who are actually 


tranſlated into-the Moti, 8 to weer the 
+ be ever witsthe 


- ; © > NN 


© 4 &e 


4 


” 
. 


4 


— — 


U— —)— x ů — 


i Þ E DIC ATI O N. 


7M men write concerning the affairs of men, to pleaſe them- 
— or a favourite party, they dedicate their publications to 
the patronage of ſome perſons, diſtinguiſhed in this world. 
To humour their pride, ſome dedicate their publications to the 
e To pleaſe their fancy, or to add weight to their fan- 
taſtic publications, or to perſuade the world that the- are in 
cloſy familiarity with the great ones of this earth, or ſome ſuch 
mean ſneaking ends, ſome dedicate their publications to earls, 
- lords, nobles, &c. But as this publication is wholly concern- 
ig the love and life of God, and a glorious ſpiritual world 
| About to come, none in the family of Adam either will, or can 
T Patronize it. 4% is therefore dedicated to the PRI of 
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1 Is loop 4 0 , ad kigh 1 reverence, this mhle. m is 
dedicated, and devoted, to the patronization of BIVIN E P&o- 
Arp Moe, under the care, wiſdom, and power of him, hoc 
” £: Kingdom commands every thing that hath being. And, det 
2 1 70 moenzsr Ox, this publication is dedicated to the 
Protection of Mighty Angels, who, as miniſtring ſpirits, are 
ünitter to them who ſhall be the heirs of ſalvation. 
ä ee have been, and are beneficial, in impreſſing the mind 
eos ſo much calculated to caſt down ſtubborn darkneſs, 
Wren op, and kept up, by angels e „ 
_ 1 - Wants op, 


by 
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A S one who has obtained mercy in place of guilt; the love of Cod, im 
place of the world's enmity; the friendſhip of God: for the ſociety of. 
worldly men; the fulneſs of the Godhead, for the penury and want in 
the firlt Adam's family ; the light of God, for the unmixed darkneſs: 
of this world; a ſeparation from ſin, death, devil, ſelf, world, in place 
of cloſe attachment to all theſe abominable, and hell. leading connec 
tions; the waiting for a new heaven, and new earth, in place of wiſh- * 
ing a prolongation of this preſent old world, groaning under the hearyx 
burden A corruption: in a word, the digjunQion from a 'concot dance 
with all' evil, and an union to all the good, that is, in Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, the writer ſends theſe few lines into a darkened world! 
now in the chains in which I have been bound, yea and for ever had | 
been bound, had not the ſpirit of God on this earth looſed me. 
Would a generous perſon, at a table inexhauſtible, by the numbers 
partaking, refrain from i inviting the indigent and ſtarving to partake F'- 
No. Would a perſon, in a medicinal ſtore, repleniſhed with Web 
ſufficient to baniſh every malady, and theſe materials indiminiſhable: 92 5 
the multitudes applying, refrain from inviting diſtreſſed patients to 
mak applications of theſe materials? No. Neither could I*bt ſilent 


. zany wg amidlt a world, or wide hoſpital, e Warr Oe 


£ 
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ration, for the 2 of 120 years : yet the oa Fo of God, in 0 0 147 f 


had not the good fortune to perſuade a ſingle perſon beyond His hun 


family. It is as difficult, however, to perſuade one, in this generation, 2 
to turn out from below the fire, chat ſhall as certainly vifit the unde? 
lievers among them, as water viſited the unbelie ving antediluvians: Wo — 2 


On Sinai's top Moſes certainly obtained a rich treaſure from God? 


He was forty days in cloſe ſociety, and perſonal prefence,” of ht 


.} Higheſt One. In that time he mult have received a vaſt. Heavenly 


magazine of truth, from the lips of a glorious God. But did he con- 
ceal that treafure? No. A portion of it we have on record, as dr 
gually written by that aint; and, no doubt, valtly more did he dif? 2 
cover, 


. . 
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"cover to the generation then alive, which reached not the ſecond gene. - | - 

Fation, much leſs us: and, moſt certainly, a very great portion of his 

heavenly magazine he could not reveal to ſuch a carnal ſociety as he 

* lived among. Jeſus, who had all the fulneſs of God in his perſon, 

tabernacling on earth, did not conceal his ſtore. No. As on earth he 

- was about thirty years lading, (as is ſuppoſed,) he was about three 

| years lightening of his heavenly cargo. As he was about thirty years in 

receiving of the Fulneſs of heaven, he was about three years in com- 

| municating this ſtore, As he was about thirty years growing in the 

knowledge of his Father, he was about three years in inſtructing 

others. The apoſtles, who were about three years in layinig in precious 
knowledge, from the mouth of Jeſus on earth, were all their lifetime 

": ſpreading that knowledge. In a word, all who have been in the light 

F of heaven, have been ready to impart their treaſure gratis to# this 

[+ world. Whereas, ſuch as purchaſe their education, muſt again ſell 

it to the higheſt bidder. Could the writer then ceaſe to intimate to 

the world, the light that he has ſeen in a lamp on earth? Yea, à lamp 

not only propheſied of, but even in mercy warning tfie world goncern- 

ing l coming of Jeſus, who, I-belieye, will perſonally return, 
aeJurely. as he was viſibly and perſonally. tranſlated from the tep:of 'Þ 
> mount Olvet. Not a few in this, generation, who had no other 

Wiſdom than what they haye acquired by human ſtudy, have given 

— teftimionies to this world. But one worldly man's teſtimony will n&ver - 

4  gransform another from this world, or make them one grain more, god- 

e. Should not. I then give forth to the world a divine teſtimony,” 
hit is, a reſtimony iſſugg det by; that very ſpirit which-only can ceſtify 

2:38 f | No e but the ſpirit of Jeſus can teſtify! of 
Jeſus. None but the Yprrit*of. Jeſus can write of Jeſus. None but 

the ſpirit of Jeſus N or vill wait for the ſecond coming of, N 


* 


r Chriſt's ſecond 


FL: None but the ſpirit of Jeſus can exhort others to be ſeparatede f all 
FFworldly, cares and labours, and, fo wait for the bleſſed returri ofthe 
FE olorious Son of God, The world, who knew not what they Were 
Japiog, were often ſpeaking of the neceſſity of a warning before the 
great and terrible day of the Lord. Nay, many have been prayivg for * 
> return of the, ſpicit to this earth. But ah, how Jewiſh-like ! The 
Jes were conſtantly crying about the firſt comittg of Jeſus ; but when 
— he came. they neither loved him nor knew him. , Juſt ſo, when the 
Apirit of ' Chrift has, in this very day, actually come to the earth—the 
people in general neither love it nor know it. And had it not been 
"or the interpoſition of Divine Providence, the. malicious hands of the 
devil had actually, before this time, murdered the perſon in whom this 

. precious ſpirit is. This is no ſecret in different kingdoms. Theſe 
fe following lines are not ſet forth as a light to the world, but to 
cell the world where the light is. The prophets and apoſtles did not 

- ſend their writings as a light to the world, but to keep them in remem- 
5 brance where they had ſeen the light. A publication concerning a. 
n 1 l | phyſician, 
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- phyſician, and medicinal ſtore, is neither a phyſician , or V mediciadl 1 fore; 


but to let people know where theſe may be had. Had the apoſtles, 

on account of perſonal ſafety, retired to ſome private place, and diſpatch. 
ed their letters into the various kingdoms of this earth, in the mother- 

tongue of the nations to whom lent, that the readers of their letters 

might be ſaved, it would never have anſwered the end of ſalvation. 


Nay more, ſuppoſe the heathens and others, among hem they had 

been ſent, as well underſtood every word of their writings, as any in 
this kingdom, at this day, underſtand the Englith, in which the fcrip- 
tures are written, they would not have an{wered the purpoſes of 
ſalvation. And yet it is certain, the heathens reading of the apoſtles 
letters, without ever ſeeing, or hearing the perſons who wrote them, 
had been as profitable that day as now: that is, the reading them 
never could have amounted to the ſalvation of the readers. 
Ah! in this place ſee the miſerable miſtake of this, and former blinded: 


ages, who have put the paper and ink—the writing of the ſpirit f 


Chriſt—in place of a perſon ſent with the ſpirit, that wrote theſe: © 
ſcriptures. The apoſtiés never ſent a letter to ſuch as never heard. - 
the living apoſtles, except to warn them to come and ſee ; or had they”- 


done ſo, ſalvation had not been the conſequence. People who have. b 
heard the living ſpirit of God, may profit by a letter from the Perſon! © 


in whom that ſpirit is. I never profited by reading the ſcriptures, Wo; Y 

I ſaw one with the ſame ſpirit that wrote them. None except ſuch as 
are filled with that ſpirit which wrote the ſeriptures, can underſtand a 
ſingle word of them; and ſ ure, miſunderſtood writings profit no body. 
Theſe few Ines are not ſent into this. poor deladed world (hom I. 5 


deeply Ggh and mourn for, knowing their latter end, if they die in 


their preſent ſtate) with, a view to ſave them, but to tell them, that 
ſalvation, or the ſpirit of God, is now on earth; and that they cannot 


ple God's time well, in any other exerciſe, except coming to this . 2 


where the ME" of God! is, to receive of that divine light, or rather to 
dwell in it. Such as are to be ſaved from ſin and death, muſt hear one” 


ſent of God; and whorn God ſends has the ſpirit of the ſender, aud <2 


ſpeaks the words of God, without money, and withont price ey 


ho are hired are birelings and muſt be calumniated, hated, ander- 


ſecuted, of an unbelieving world. Such is now on this earth; that 
which has thoſe. divine marks, of one ſent of God, muft certainly be 
his ſent. Let none deſpiſe the precious truths contaiged i in this publi- 
cation. Common ſenſe, reading theſe writings, will ſee, that in all 
things they comport with the language and ſentiment of the . 
This publication ſeeks not the honour of man; and, indeed, how can 
+ yo be-ſaved while they ſeek honour one of another ? To be e 
0 


men, is a mark, that the ſpirit deſpiſed is of God, eſpecially when 
deſpiſed for living, ſpeaking, and writing for Chriſt's ſake. Such as ” 
poldly ow forth in the glorious eauſe af We the love of _ 


ſentiment of this publication. Proficients in belles lettres, and narrqw 


| and, when he roſe from the dead, he knew more of his Father than 


» 
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inn the face of a Satan · blinded, and devil. proud generation, muſt forfeit 


name and intereſt among men, and take their lives in their hand, truſt- 
5 [Jag to the ndelity, and ſtrength of him, who in a ſhort while will re- 
diebe us. Ah, poor world ! never mind the ſtile, but attend tp the 


ſearching crities, found fault with the ſtile of the prophets, Jeſus, and 
his apoſtles in the world, counted unpoliſhed A condemned criminal 


vill accept à pardon though wrote in a -hamely ſtile. Such as x, j 
the truths of God, for want of a ſtile, ſhall have time and iſtrFon 
enough in criticizing on their own folly, through the long run of 


ct 


cternity. It has been thonght beſt to ſer forth theſe precious truths, 
of the ſpiric of God, in ſmall numbers, Great publications rather diſ- 
courage than invite the reader. By the time this is digeſted and 
peruſed, the world may be privileged with another number. The 


* writer of theſe truths is only but a babe, growing in the light of God. 


- Jeſus, you know, grew. in the knowledge of his Father; and, 


twelve years of age, knew more than when on his mother's knee; 


f 


When at twelve years -of age. So he who writes, to-morrow ſhall 


F. know more.of God than to-day ; and, againſt the publication of another | 
= number, (if it is the will of God that any more of this kind of publica- 
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8 ions be made, ) ſhall, know more than at the publication of the firſt, 


£ Happy would 1 be, were my expectations as great, that theſe follow- 


{ 
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3 ©, pg well-weant precious truths, would even but a little convince this 
world of their mi{takes, concerning the ways of God and his Chriſt; as - 
re wen bear the reproaches to be caſt upon me by malice, when 
+: Feading this publication. Certain it is, that God never in his decrees, , 
1 d perſons of any; and, in the mean time, decreed the 


8 Wickedneſs of their lives. True it is, all muſt periſh in the event, who 
are not filled with the ſpirit of God, on this ſide the ſecond coming of 
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5 3nd 2 lie of ſeparation from this world, before the great and terri 


ing Jives conformable to his decrees, as is Satanically repreſented 
rH men of this world. Certain it is, that the bleſſed perſon of Je 
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e. Yea equally certain it is, that God never ſhall damn any for 


by 


{us 


rift was never filled with the nature of man, but with the nature of 


his bleſſed Father. Evident it is, to common ſenſe, attentive, that 
wan's foul, and man's perſon, are one and the ſame : and that, though 
capable of transformation, or transfiguration, by the appearing of the 
-- -avme Lord and Saviour, yet never capable of a ſeparation, as igno- 
ei thought by many ages; 1 Cor. xv. 51—55. Would theſe few 


Maes convince the world, that any, or all of theſe, are precious truths, 
A would create joy in heaven, and mourning among devils. But, how- 
it is iſſued to a world born under the deluſion of the 
wane many paſt generations, die under the fame, if 

Flacceſsful enough to awake them to righteoulneſs,, 
ble 
day, 


Drees 

vor this ſhall 
devil, and an) 
ſfſome men 
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r BY 
day, which ſhall certainly viſit the "unbelievers of this generation 
This world cries out, that our light is deluſion ; the light in Jeſus, and 
his apoſtles, was, ſo called by all the unbelieving world. But let me 
be plain with them; every individual, in his firit birth, is born under 
a deluſion, and, while in a natural ſtate, continues under a deluſion; ,** 
Nothing frees from our firſt deluſion, but a birth by the water and the 
ſpirit. Other publications have been iſſued out, to draw the lines of 
diſtinction betwixt one ſelf-conceited denomination and another, 
This publication is iſſued, to draw the lines of diſtinction betwixt ſucli 
as wait, or may be perſuaded to wait, for the Lord's ſecond coming; 
and ſuch as wait not, neither can be perſuaded to lay afide every world. 
ly thought, and ſo wait ts welcome Jeſus, wh is calling us t haſten . 
his coming, by a total ſeparation from every work, that he, at his 


glorious coming, ſhall deſtroy. Theſe truths are ſet out to this world 


in the love and light of God, which has ſaid much, written mel plead 

much, expoſtulated much, that mens perſons might be ſeparated;from 
their natures, which are of the devil. O world! ſay your worlt, 9 
your worſt, to theſe truths of God, I ſhall never with any of $8 ef, 
than a place in the glorious kingdom of God. Though our dear.friend” 3 
in the Lord, and this world's beſt friend, if they but knew it, (ME, 


* 
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that woman propheſied of in Revelations, chap . xii. the great wopnded 1 2 


or ſign in heaven and earth,) wrote not this publication, yet ſhg he 
heard it often read, and approves of it as her ſentiments. And indeed, 
to be plain, thoſe ſentiments are originally from her, though thexπ A 
not told in the ſame divine ſimplicity as ſhe declared them M word; 
the is God's only light on earth in this generation. O that e were 
wiſe ! O that they underſtood this! O that they would conſider their 8 


latter end! O let not this generation repeat the folly of the warned: 


Antediluvians and the Sodomites! The impending judgment is more = 
tremendous than theirs, and the event as certain. Mal. iv. Is ' ** 8 
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7 e are ſome miſtakes i theſe letters, formerly written by Mr White 
and Mrs Buchan, now in print. There is no blame imputable to the K 
3; "208 on this account. The Publiſher's not being able diſtinctly to 
read ſome words i in the manuſcript, muſt have been the ſole cauſe of 
4 dhe i inaccuracy. Paſſing miſtakes of leſs conſequence—in Mrs Buchan's 
better to a clergyman i in England, line 17, page 40, inſtead of praiſes 
grad proceſs ; and in line 31, ſame page, inſtead of were read we are. 
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\ERTAIN it is, his we My" not thin that it is the _ 2 * 
| | our Lord Jeſus Chriſt that holds contradictions. A _miltake i 
e done article of a creed, or ſyſtem, may ſufficiently « convince, has. A 
Hat creed, or ſyſtem, is not of God. There are no errors. in What 
P of God. Certain it is that this world believes contradict ions £ come 2 2 
4 Fon the purpoſes and ways of God. There be many who belie 
-.v od predeſtinated all Evil, as well as ali good ; that he purpoſe 8 
16” Floating angel ſhovld be transformed into a devil, and dra many-- IT 
gels after him, and ſo ruin the beautiful creation. They: belie 7 25 
at God had pleaſure in the beautiful order he had eſtabliſhed in 
Paking all things, and would have had pleaſure in the continudy 
f che order he had formed; and yet, at the ſame time, they 85 
ve that he had purpoſed one to ruin his beautiful effabliſhmen ih 
hey likewiſe think, that though God is offended with the den fo 
hat he has done, yet his purpoſes never could have been” executed 
ithout the works of the devil. This is, indeed, to mingle the works 
Fa God of light with the dark works of the god of this world: 
bey believe that to purpoſe, or predeſtinate ſin, is an infallſble — 
Fa wicked heart; that whoſoever predellinates evil in his mind muſt 
evil, even although the evil never was executed. They beliers 
Pat he who purpoſes evil in his mind, and procures and predeftinateg 
other for the execution of that evil, is more guilty than the ene 
Wtor himſelf, as the execution is only 4 conſequence of tlie Pur. 
| le, or r or predeſtination : : and yet they. belleve that God Was as. ſure * 
predeſtinator of all evil, as the devil is the executor. $o.mnch dau FE | 
90 bl af the works of hght and darkneſs — 8 © make 
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e weep over this world while fy bave ſuch miſconceptions e 

a holy God, who never either permitted or predeſtinated ſin, 

If we aſk the world, Whether or not did the devil predeſtinate i 
His mind to ruin Adam, Eve, and all the lower creation? They readi] 
anſwer, Yes. How abſurd then to think that God purpoſed that ir 
his mind, which they believe the devil firſt purpoſed in his. This 

indeed, would be to make the God of light and the prince of darkneſ 
= 8 in their purpoſes. Vea more, it makes that one who was —— 
ange hen a devi, age ee to God more in his poſe 

: "a ni he had remai ie au ange. They believe © that "bad h hi 

wal hp a good angel, and never turned devil, he never had purpoſec 

or predeſtinated, miſchief in his mind; but that as ſoon as he 'turne 
| devil he predeſtinated his miſchief ; and that the very miſchief that th 
| | fiend decreed to do, was originally in the decree of God,—an exec 
| tion is originally in the purpbſe. Ah! Tell it not in Gath; publi 
it pot in the ſtreets of Alkelon. , Such. a declaration of his decrees di 
+ God never give in his facred record. The day is faſt ccming, whe 
| God will convince all nations that he, and not another, both decreed 
Jana ſexecuted all goods and that the devil, his arch enemy, hoth de 

| 25 „ and A tt evil : that is, the devil decreed in His mi 
. hat miſchief lie was about to do, before he aftually executed his dq 

. VO tees. All! While the world has ſo miſtaken views of the true” 300 
Ad 257 che never can be ſaved by that God. 

199 0 0 815 once did, ſo this world now: believes, that Adam 7 late wi 
[fits own will : however, i it is plain from Neue that Adam was le 

2 th che will. of God; aud had he remained in that will he had don 
| WA." However, he liſtened to the voice of à murderer, which w: 

„ lle beginning of all the miſchief that ever has been ani among men. Thi 
2% © We fee that Adam never-was left with. his own will : he had firſt God 
| = WIL; and then the devil's, juſt ſo, all perſons on earth either have th 
| Vill of God, or the will, of the devil, and not their own. All that: 
God's children. have the will of their Father, and all that are/Satar 
baye the will of their father. As tau 8 1 wu believed, as ms 

bo do, that though God was angry with the whole of my. m 
19 Fea, angrx with me for every wicked action in my fe; yet 

* the fame time, I was made to believe, that the whole of my Aif 

from eternity, w. written in the book of God's unalterable,decyees 

- that every wicked action in my. life was ſo decreed, predeſtinated,'th 
12 5 no more avoid the life 1 lived, however, wicked it might ; 
15 -Fogld render void the decrees of God; for every jor, or titt! 
5 . che. ſteps predeſtinated for me, 1 behoved to Walk, or I 
; 4A to believe the decrees of God would be null. Moreover, IV 
|. e to. believe, chat though God had predeſtinated my nattral Yi 
Y. * 5 Noe he. had vo pleaſure in beholding my courſe, which was the Tofallib 
2 execution of his own lecrees. Yea, I was made to believe, that he web 
N me Lu "TE © that ay Ka” which, my teachers ſua, ne 155 
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Wieked li Fa. the devil's 
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in his beok., of 8 had all $64 for me before tl 
This, no doubt, + MY con (ers 65 Te 155 | 
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Ne ge op 90 . 
the, wickadnels 0 my, hte, Mag free Ny aw black na 
ori that of e 3 9 r 4 the devil, the f 9 9 of all = 9 
and wicke work ers. e God's 1 as 13 85 and, in BY, 
2 had hand, in taking me from nk 

nels to the love of 5 highwayman breaks the laws — 
land without any permi oyernment, oy the LAs y'of all, © 
ae of my lle, g, rom. 0. an on, 0 Rh, 
live; ut was in dire rec ee toxt expreſs cammaj 

which i is.the revelation. af decre Was commanded to, 3 a; 
2 \wjckedneſs, or I behove to "ig HE 


ned; and yet, at therſame, tuner: 


Was „that L could 1 BLU repent. 26 I could create a thoukand, : 

Ne „T was commanded not. to delay ſeeking repentance z and. yet, 

lay e edeſlinated. a certain dau of the year, aud hour, 

hag | Oe which my \ Fepeptance ntance behoved to commence, Ever. | 

I was ſaved. 1 2 s, my teachers. themſelves 1 re; nejther, 

ſaved from fp fin, de 11 they never told me What ſa vation Wand. | 
dach mall rapreſ aut e Of the _—_ 40 FROG 


love. But, in the gh of ad; now I. ſee. that none can. 0 
repent of my natural life, hut 85 ſent of God, with the ae 
n an pag the life of a riſen» Jeſ us in chem, inform,” 
me at onde, 4 . yk his jpeſbed of ſal vation, is neither ried. i, - 
perſon, day, or h t every where is heaxtily ireus, that all yen... WE 
without exception, immediately (without waiting, for. any predeſtigs 
hour) ſhould. turn to we, Lond. And. it. ,mult ca. he power, ;of. the © 
ſpirit of in the Fer ſon; or penſons ſpeaking 49 me, that is tg bring 
me to xępentance. ad of at needing to wal fox. any days appqint: 
ed at God, for my r See ſee that. it is. in holy Patience, 
who, 3 ait to perſuade Goful men x0. came. to off re- 

e „ 7 ie il hear Wat voice, then barden mat your 

8 Thus men lay the blame, of, their. at repenting on God, who, 

they rhipk, has here NE; bees ee them a day for that pùrpaſe ? 
or, as they think, 70 his d of reprobation. he never meant 3 day. .- 

f L epentance for them. t — be decreed thei, wicked ues Such 
doctrine did pot the Hefe Jelps. teach. Such dogtrine did not bis holy: © 
apoſiles tesch. Such doctrine is not found. i in e ſacred rec ry, 
Whatever men, commentatars, or traditions, of ahem, ignorant of the 
precious truths of the ſacred {criprures, may teach, one thing, SON 

28 a ſun beam, that the Whole tenor of God's xecord 200 7 
never. pr edeſtinated. any, to damnation, N any to 1 
(as is ebener taught) but after man by the devil is pr = | 
to dampation,. God: is.truly defirous that, Ae come. 0 cee 4 
eee ee ELSE EROS 
- + 7 B 2 ä | | | Thang? 


, , 
. 1 * 
is 8 84 5 * 
Py 2 - 1 8 
4 


| a 
Wee be many” that believe, that though God calls all men to re- 


| pentance, he only means in his heart, that 2 certain elect few ſhould be 
Fee They are made to believe, that it is the revealed will of 


od that all men and women, without diſtinction, ſhould embrace ſal 
vation. And yet, by the ſame teachers, che are inſtructed, that God's 
ſecret Will is, that a certain number only ſhould be ſaved. Theſe 'are 
two wills ſurely contrary and contradictory; the ane exprefſing a deſire 
to ſee all men happy, and another only inclinable * 
z ſmall elect number. This, indeed, is to repreſent God a double: 


willed being. Such a r reſentation be never gave of himſelf. But is 


any thing more abſurd than to ſpeak of a ſecret will in God? God's 
will is only known by revelation : and ſure, after revelation, no more 
ſecrecy. How can God have a will, called ſecret, and yet every 
teacher and writer inſorming us what that ſecret will is. If he meant 
to it a ſecret, that he only means ro fave a few, how came men 
to fin out the ſecret. If they came to It by revelation, it is no longer 
a ſecret, © But might we not aſk them again, how they come to find 
out "that God has a ſecret will; dir e&ly oppoſite to: his revealed will, 
which wants all men, without exception, to come to falyation? * 


Divines doctrines of God's ſecret and revealed wills are fo abſurd, 4 
that they need no confutation but holding them up in the light. Wide | 


of the truth are the world's con ions of God's will and power, as 
erte in the plan of falvation.” © The world firmly believes that the 


or the children of God, in all ages, have had but a {mal pro- 
F compared to the ovinbers of the wicked. And yet they allow, 


that the world is no more wicked than has been predeſtinated by God. 


by |, They believe, that, in all periods, God had enough of pqwer 0 con- 


vert men, and make them all godly i in the higheſt degree poſſible : but 


| Free they conclude, that his will did not incline Ni to apply. that 


i. pawWer,” which might have been ſufficient for that purpoſe. 


world 
Remi believes, that but 2 very ſmall number of people ſhalt be ſaved, 


* comparet to the multitudes that ſhall be eternally Jawped.. Vet they | 
believe; chat had God had a will fo to do, he cbuld have ſaved all men 


ea as the ſmalleſt number. Ah, dreadful! what a dreadful ty-· 


Fanhical being this deluded world takes God to be! Would any one 


e happineſs of 


, that power to ſave, but a want of Will to apply that power, is Þ 


any mark of goodneſs! Such a repreſentation” did never God give of 
- himſelf. - Such a repreſentation did not the only begotten Son give of 


0 is Father. Such a Teprefentation did never the apoſtles give of God 
kbeir Father, The devil; who lays all 'miſchief to the door of God's 


% predeftination, has perſuaded men to believe, that the want of ſove- 


1 co ty in God's will, to exert his power for the purpoſe of ſalvation, / 


WM 


true reaſon why any are miſerable through eternity.  Bur.hows- 
ever blaſphemouſly men may conceive of God, and his ways, one thing. 
by —_ from the tenor of the pe 2 that 8 de 
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ore willing, more hearty in the ſalvation of man, than he has ſbeßpm 
nimſelf to be. „ he A 6 $4763] LS OP 


of What further proofs of his willingneſs to ſave all men can we expect, 
fals Fthan we have on record? He expreſsly declares, that he bas na plea» 


ſure in the death of him that dies. He ever calls all to liſe And, 
are certain it is, he means in his heart to have all men ſaved, whom his 
fire I ppirit invites, by the mouth of his Son, apoſtles, &c.. To call all men, 
$ of and yet have a ſecret intention that all ſnould not come, is the mark of 
dle: double dealing, which can have no place in a plain dealing God. 
tis O, wretched men! do you think that God, in calling to repentance ' 
d's | thoſe whom you call reprobated, or non-elected, has no other views, 
ore than that of rendering the poor reprobated, or non- elected crestures, 
ery Þ| without excuſe? They muſt have very miſtaken notions of Jeſus, the ' 
ant Son of God, who think all his tears, ſighs, and groans, over Jeruſalem; 
en was only to render them inexcuſable in the day of judgment; The -. 
— very heart of God longs after the ſalvation of men. The ſpirit of Go 
nd F thirſts after the ſalvation of men. Much did the Holy Ghoſt 9 
Il, and other apoſtles, preach, plead, and expoſtulate, that Jews: a 
: Gentiles might be ſaved. Will blaſphemy herſelf ſay, that in all that 
d, þ preaching, pleading, and expoſtulation of the Holy Ghoſt, that he meant 
de {| no more than to render the hearers excuſeleſs in the day of judgment, 
as {| With half an eye one might ſee, that ſuch conduct is incompatible with. 
ie the nature, the goodneſs, the plain dealing of God. Had all the Jews : 
o- and Gentiles, that were of the Holy Ghoſt invited, obeyed the , 
„ heir obedience had given him as much joy as he had in calling them 
Fete i Joy in heaven over one {inner that repenteth,”'! © 
* | W. F e 
1 | * | 3 EY as (26 Yn 4 
FFFEFPFTfVCCC(crcrrcr 
q Ix nothing are the people in this world more deluded, than in 
„ | views concerning the generation of children. They think that Gat 
* puts a ſoul in every I that comes into the world. They conclude; 
= 
4 
; 
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that though adulterous perſons, full of luſt and lechery, ci , 
moſt abominable acts of uncleanneſs with one another, there nevercats ©» 
follow from this luſtful copulation any children, except God ie 

- Hayce the matter fo far, as to put a ſoul, or ſouls, into the child, , 
children. This is indeed to grake God a partaker with the works of 
darkneſs. Tf this was true, it Would indeed make God art and part in 
the adulterous productions. This is to make adulterous children the 

effect and production of God and man, combined in one cauſe; Whg 
is very odd and inconſiſtent in caſes of this kind, is their after dealing 
wich the perſons under ſcandal, as they call it. TWO adulterous be 

5 ſons commit adultery; then a child in due time appears; then the 

N father and mother are rebuked for ſcandal. But queſtion, for what 

re the father and mother rebuked ? They tell us, for ſending ins 

- being adulter ous children. True indeed, the day is n 
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reh ſent of God. Such amaz Fug contradictions are it Ns *+ 
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he Before Ad Adam and Eve had brought foi 


2 . with, !wiuch, men and wamen, are firſt filled, 5 h 


ai ſeed) God: neuer had hand 0 Þ eaſore | 
| = or ſpiritual ones The leads me to REL d 
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4 eee and Fete usb, wing- 
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gd 
Ne, Alk, chis- world, What is became, of their dead relations, & 
Ger, they are in glorx, they hope. And. 
i ee in rp ulaeſs,. e 
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God ſhallilet all leſh,know. that all arg children, or N adultery 1 1 


except what are begotten of the word, and born of the ſpirit, But Fac 


Wen, if we aſk again, whether ar not: che child or children could have 
come into this world, without the agency of God exerted, in putting. 
a ſuul in the child ar children; they readily.confefs, the ſou] ar princi 
he part is of God, and only the body or warſt part is of man. Thus, 
their coufeſſion, the child is ſent af God into this world; ; ag | 
in the name of that God, they rebuke the parents, for that which, th 


Ways. and Jaws of men! Such heaps of : nonſenſe are 2 theredf c.: 
under l, The above views and proceedings are not of, God; * are . 
full of diſorder. Let me now ſet matters ta rights on this int.— 
Let ma, in the love and 1 of God, vindicate the ways 1 to c- 
man, by Wahale dark laws I have been, ſo long entangled. Let. V 
draw the lines of diſtinctian betwixt the confuſgd Ways of man, a and a 


ike; Afcribe that, to the devil which is ee, dark, and deyil- 

B the light of God. I now fee, as lkewwiſe all that are, in; the. 
190 that God Kas as little pleaſure j in the; production of Unners, as he 
band in the e of ſin, Here I notice, that as 4's 45 3 
their ſeed, originally. in themſel ve 
ſo Adam and Lye. de bad their Fa rac 


Is 


adorn, and Eve ver originally immortal, and. fo hal 0615 ODE * | 
en, . had .thele two progenitors rewained in the wind all 


gene tation goivg, and another „is 
— . chllch ien, | 


1 Were filled, with. che naturę of. Sat Satan, 0 Of ene agaipſt God. 
God has no exceptious againſt the perſons of old or young, but the 


Id not believe ir.now, the time. is faſt coming, hen 
ao at, Ence the;coming of Chriſt 1 9251 head x new EAN and | 


ng, more what their; e eee 
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RE as the deſcription. of; ppre nothing. They ſay it is. iounaterial./ | 
Ven they Lay, thay,an.immaterial phject, can, be united 20 4. matgrial . 
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next minpte, ba T 4 


waiters 
„ By 


5 what full on this important ſubject. Let me, in the light and lobe Gf 
15. "FI God, point out to this world, 
WY what they imagine it to be. 


4 thoughts and feelings, of a natural man, are all of an earthy nature: 


eee Virgil, and ſome ſuch blind'guides. The thoughts, feelings, and cape 


ni nature: it is one thing to have thoughts concerning this earth, 


| j - and the folly of heathen philoſophy, which has mingled irfeIf with wn 


: meaning of the ſcriptures to a divine, or commentator, /plainhs ſays, 
* 8 than God could do. This indeed would be to give DEN 5 
JEnce. 


12 3 
de both in glory and in the grave. Sure if their friends ave in dhe ode 
Piace, they cannot be in the other. If they are in the grave, they. 
Vannat be in heaven at the Came time, except they mean that the grave 
Mud heaven are one and the fame thing. If we aſk this world, whit © 
they think cheir relations are doing in heaven, they ſay, they ar? 
prailing God. Yet they own, that they believe the ſoul bas neither 
ongue to praiſe, nor ear to hear, the praiſes of heaven. In à Word, 
apon a little examination, they are entitely at a lofs what the exerciſe 
Jof their ſouls is, which they judge to be in heaven. Let me be fome<' 


= indeed they have a ſoul, but iti no 
The notion of ſouts exiſting in a Rate, 


ſepatate from the body, is borrowed from the Thades of Plato, and 
ceptions.of the perſon, by a blind world are taken for the fou: Theſe 


The conſequence then is, that the ſoul of this world is öf am earth 


another to have earthy thoughts. God has thoug ts and. roncerns | 
out the poor earth groaning under the bondage of * corruption, ür 
he has no earthy thoughts. No the love diſplayed to, à poor deluded : 
World, I now/thew to a demonſtration, that the notion of a font e 
ing in a ſeparate ſtate from that of the body, is the height of e . 
by men is called divinity, and by God called only rhe wiſdom of mens 
folly indeed. I appeal loud to all ranks, conditions, and denominations} 
fo fouk into the ſcriptures as for eternity, or wuh as much” attenties 
as they would look into a charter of ſome great eſtate left them, in onder 
find but the contents of their inheritance. Conſulx ho dime, ud 
ommentator, on this point: with your own eyes and eats apply wi 3s: 
artention' to fee. what God ſays a ſoul is, and what the properties of ie 
are. God ſpeaks more plain than men. But whoſoever refers is 


God's mind tore: + 


or thinks, that the divine, or commentator, can tell nd 


Sod to divines and commientators. Begin af the beginning of 
and peruſe to the end of the Revelation, the point is of co! Wes. -* 
Through the whole of the Old Teſtament, without exception, 'the 


b term /oul denotes the whole perſon. The breath that went in at uf | 
» F Hhoſtrils of Adam was the life of his ſoul, and the final exit 6frhat brear 
L Was the death of his ſoul. Search the ſcriptures,' and you will find: 
© | _ thay ſouls proceed from the loins of parents, eat the produce of "ths 
l | cirth; are afraid of death, are killed with the ford, torh with Ag 
t envy, love, or hate, after death think no more berwixe death + 
7: I - and the trefurrettion, In the New Teſtament, Chriſt gave the Sade 
| © | acted" te kilow, that If mere was no reſurrectlon, then te prove 
| OTE | : 8 4,5, 1 "WAG 7 
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ck God made to Abraham, would eternally remain null or void, be 
And what was ſaid concerning Abraham, muſt have been true concern; . 
others, in the ſame circumſtances with Abraham. But had Abra. 2 
| ham's foul been in glory, in a glorions ſociety, enjoying the molt bleſſed] 5. 
entertainment, the promiſe had not been null, though the body or per. c 
ſion of that ſaint had never been raiſed, If ſouls could have been ex- Be 
. tracted from bodies, as is fooliſhly imagined, the tranſlation of Enoch 
© and Eljjah had been to little purpoſe. And indeed if ſuch ſoul, as is 
'- fooliſhly imagined, went to heaven or hell, into endleſs happineſs or 
miſery, at death, there would be little uſe for. a reſurrection. They 
tell us, that the body or perſon is but a clog to the ſoul, either in en- 
joying happineſs or luffering miſery. Why chen mould there be any 
8 clogs in heaven or hell, to interrupt ſuch as are enjoying or ſuffer- 
ing. | Chriſt never promiſed that he and his apoſtles would meet till 
dis ſecond ; whereas had any thing, called ſoul, gone to him a 
death, he woul have ſpoke in a way different from what he did. 
_ This: world calls the body only 2 houſe, or caſe, for the ſoul. © To 
eak then in the ignorant 4tile of this world, which was my former 
| did Jeſus make all theſe precious promiſes of a ſecond return, 
do che houſe or caſe, but not one promiſe to the tenant or inhabitant, 
. the ſoul ? Paul and the reſt of the apoſtles, in all their encourages 
ment, to themſelves and followers, never promiſed them their crown. 
in the day of reſurrection, or ſecond coming of the Lord, 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
Could he have ſaid ſo, had he believed that the ſoul, (as they call it,) 
10 the principal part, at death went immediately to glory, by the right hand 
| 1 "of God, amovg glorious angels, and Old Teſtament ſaints, who roſe at 
{- Jeſus? reſurr 1, och Though there was not another chapter. in the 
- ſeriptures, the fifreenth of 1 e . convince all the world, 
- Shat the foul is the whole perſon, and that foul's exiſting in a ſtate, 
" ſeparate From the body, is downright deluſion, bortowed from blinded 
© oa aa Without Chriſt there had been no reſurrection, 1 Cor. 
| 16. The whole ſtreſs of his proof of a reſurrection is grounded 
W | - By the actual reſurrection of Chril. But if the body was only the 
14 _ hooſe, or caſe, of the ſoul, it could not have mattered much whether 
it is to be raiſed or not. If what this world calls the ſoul, immediate- 
J Pa death entered into everlaſting bappineſs or miſery, the apoſtle - 
had not been at ſo much pains in convincing the Corinthians con- 
cerning a reſurrection. But well did he know, and well do all in the 
WW | lobe of God know, 1 it is the ſoul, or perſon, that at death dies, or 
4 kale alleep; that is, it is that which was awake before death, that ſleeps 
de ſleep of death, 1 Cor. xv. 18, And it matters not one grain, 
eber you call it a dead ſoul, a dead perſon, or a corpſe. Belides, 
bo could he have ſaid, that ſuch as were fallen aſleep, or dead Id 
1 Chriſt, were periſhed. Perihed they could never be, if in glory en- 
joying l manner of happineſs. We do not ſay that "the mapiner pe- 
"ris, who es wy with the life to a happy nag ng Lv | 
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ſhip * the bottom, no more to be. raiſed. We do not ſay: that 
per ſon periſhes, who leaves an old crazy houſe, and enters into the 

poſſeſſion. of all fulneſs. Neither could Paul ſay, that ſuch as ſleep in 
Chriſt are periſhed, if their ſouls (as I once thought) left the crazy 
houſe the body, and immediately entered into the. bleſſed kingdom of 
God, Moreover, it is the ſame thing, call it ſoul or body as you will, 
which is ſown-in- the Ks that comes out of the grave, and enters 
into heaven or hell, 1 Cor. xv. 43. 44. Vou ſee, from the latter end 
of this chapter, that ſouls, or perſons, are capable of a transſormatit on, 
but of no ſeparation, 1 Cor. xv. 53. 54. Ah miſerable, muſt I be o 
long in overturning a deluſion of the devil! Certain it is, that men in 
a natural ſtate, know no more what their ſouls are, than the beaſts of 
the field ; they are compared: to natural brute. beaſts, to be taken and 
deſtroyed. The thoughts, the impreſſions, ſentiments, feelings, love, 
hatred, ſorrow, deſire, hope, and the like, though all of the . perith,. 
at death, Pf. cxlvi. are taken by a natural per ſon for the ſoul: whereas 
all theſe are the actions, paſſions, or impreſſions, of the ſoul or hole 
man. Never was greater. madneſs, than to jmagine that the life of, + 
the body, betwixt death and the reſurrection, lies 1 in the ſoul. The 
life of the dead ſaints, betwixt death and the reſurrection, lies wholly, 
in God, chat quickens the dead; juſt in the ſame manner that Adams 
life lay in God betwixt the time of formation of his dead ſoul, or per- 
ſon, and his actually breathing life in at Adam's noſtrils, Whie made 
Adam aà living creature. Betwixt death and the refurreQion, .1 e life. .- 
of the wicked lies in him whom they have ſerved, Certain it is, that there 
are ſome monſters having on their bodies the heads of men q; woven. 
and all the reſt of the parts of their bodies of brutal phat. jon: and, 
vice verſa, there are other monſters having all the reſt of the parts af 
their bodies of human conſtruction, and their heads only in the brutal, 
ſhapes, Now, could any be ſo profane as to fay, that a holy God puts 
ſouls in ſuch? or what ſort of ſouls would they alledge he puts in 
them? But when, according to truth, the ſoul is the ſame wich the 
conſtruction, or organization of any creature, then all ſuch diffculties 
evaniſn. It is ſuch an exceſs of madneſs, to think that there is any.” 
thing departs from # perſon at death, except the breath, that I a 
almoſt aſhamed to be prolix in the confutation of it. Though. no paſſage 4 , 
of ſcripture can be applied, by -the rules of common ſenſe, to. prod e 
that to be, which really is not, yet to- illuminate an ignorant world, | 
I enumerate. all the paſſages which divines have moſt reſted upon, in 
attẽmpting to prove, that ſomething called a ſoul departs ſrom the; 
perſon at death, and immediately enters. into happineſs or miſery, 
1 Kings xvii 219 22, runs thus, according to the Engliſh. trauſlation :. 
O Lord, my God, I pray thee let this child's ſon] come. inte him again. 
Which ſhould be-tranſlated thus =O Lord, my God, let the; perſons - 
n of this infant be reſtored, or renewed, as to its inſide, or interior parts 

I chat i 16, * the breath Arts 22 the ou and, the dead 2 or. 
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perſon, Thill be reſtored alive. Eccleſ. xl. 5. And the ſpirit returns 


to God; that is, the breath by the noſtrils returns to God, juſt as 


quickening breath from God originally made Adam a living ſoul.— 
Wat. x. 28. If this text could prove the exiſtence of a ſoul, in a ſtate 
ſeparate from the body, they indeed would make it improperly applied 
2 who ſure, gever {poke an improper word. If the ſoul at 
death immediately entered inte happineſs or miſery, then he who killed 


one of God's children, immediately ſent his foul to a bleſſed ſtate: 
[which bleſſed change was no ground of fear, and conſequently there 


was no need to caution againſt fear. And if one was not à child of 
God, he had reaſon to be afraid of death, as that immediately com- 


menced the hell of his ſoul, according to the old heatheniſh notions} 


Jeſus, in that verſe, means neither more nor leſs, than, fear ye not him 
that can give you the firſt death, but cannot raife your dead ſoul to a ſe- 
conti death. And, in that very verſe, there is no mention of a ſeparation 


betwixt a ſoul and body, but the contrary eſtabliſhed. They are to go 
both to hell together. That is, the ſame individual ſenſes, which now 


exiſt in this body of fleſh and blood, ſhall exiſt in a ſpiritual body, with 
Which they ſhall be cloathed, at the reſurrection. Some, from the 


+ parable of the rich and poor man, Luke chap. xvi. have attempted to 
- © Prove the exiſtence of a ſoul, in a ſtate of ſeparation from tlie body. 
Alas, for the ignorance of a blinded world, that muſt infallibly periſh, 
if the light of God enters not into them, by the hearing of faith. Read 
With attention, and you will ſee, that that very individual parable treats 
ef perſons, and perſonal properties, and not of fuch imaginary ſouls, as 
this deluded world dreams of. The rich man looks with his eyes, 


ſpeaks with his mouth, ſeeks water for his tongue. But ſure, the de- 
fenders of this imaginaxry ſoul (which they think de partsat death) them- 

r in, that, in its departed ſtate, the ſoul: has either eyes 
ee, mouth to ſpeak, or tongue to need water. Mouth, eyes, tongue, 


in fair reaſoning, are properties of a perſon. Moreover, the eye, with , 


which the rich man ſaw, was in his head, and the tongue, with Which 


he ſpake, was there alſo; and the head mult have been on the neck, 
- andthe-netk on the body. Methinks, that common ſenſe can ſcarcely 
| attempt to prove that any thing, that is ſaid in this parable; concerning 
the rich man, is applicable to any other kind of foul than that of the 


Whole perſon, Which is the ſou}, according to the ſacred ſcriptures.” || 


Let us now view what is ſaid of Lazarus, in order to ſee whether it 
ſpeaks of that imaginary ſoul, with which the world is amuſed, or of 


the properties of a real perſon. He was ſeen in the boſom of Abra- 
ham; bur ſure, our dreamers of imaginary ſouls themſelves; do not 


think that a ſoul is an object that can be ſeen, He had a finger, which: 


ſure, is not the property of the ſoul, which this world ſpeaks of, and 


believes in; and fare, the finger muſt have been on the hand, and the 


Hard on the body. In a word, the deſcription of Lazarus, and Abra+* 
I hating are deſcriptions of the perſons of thele ſaints , and not thein ou 


(: . 5 


turns in a ſeparate ſtate. Moreover, according to the petition of + ther rich. 
at as man, the perſon ſent. to warn his brethren;tault-be. one riſen from the, 
ul. dead, which, in the cleareſt manner, explains, what we.are to under. 
ſtate ſtand by the Lazarus in Abraham's bofom. But, indeed, the world 
plied | may be at a loſs to underſtand, how the rich man, lying in his grave, can 
ul at ¶ be ſaid to ſuffer pain, or n what was in heav before the general 
killed reſurrection of the wicked, which has not yet ta Nen place. On this, 
tate: I notice in general, that this. is rather a parable than a piece of hiſtory, 
here and ought to be uſed as ſuch. However, if this world could be made 
d-of to underſtand, what is to be underſtood. by Jeſus's going and preaching: 
com- to the ſpirits in priſon? it would be eaſy to make them undex{tagd-rhez 
ions. ¶ propriety; of the rich man's torment in the grave, 1 Pet. iti. 19. By 
him which alſo, he went and preached to the ſpirits in priſon, You ſee, 
aſe- || that the period when Jeſus went to preach to the ſpirits in priſon, was 
tion poſterior to the quickening of his dead ſou}, which w as predicted ſhould, 


o go not lie in the grave, Pſal. xvi. 10. Certain it is, that that very ſpirit, 
now | which: quickened the dead ſoul of Jeſus, pierced to the very heart and. 
with | foundations of the earth, made the channels of the waters to be ſeen, 


the rent the rocks; raiſed all the Old Teſtament ſaints, who. at his reſur- | 
d to, | rection were delivered from death, which all their lifetime the had 
dy, been ſubjected to the fear of. Do you not then ſee it plain, that, that, 
iſh, very power which rent the rocks, and raifed all the dead ſouls, which, 
ead | died in che faith of Jeſus's firſt coming, Matth. xxvii. 52. 53. Would, 8 
eats in like manner make a very ſenſible feeling, or ſenſation, even in tho, 
„as | who died in unbelief concerning the coming of Jeſus. Or, as, far s 
es, || this patable reſpects the rich man, it may be thus explained Had hut, : 
de- the dead unbelievers a ſenſe, or knowledge, of is awaiting them 
em- at their reſurrection, or a ſenſe of the ſituation of their, unbelieying; | 
yes relations, they would ſpeak after the manner the rich man in the parable; 
ue, is repreſented to ſpeak. However, one thing is certain, that, e 
ith . never. intended a parable, or any manner of ſpeech,. to prove that u, 
ich exiſt in ſtates ſeparate ſrom the body, which is an impoſſibility, 
ck, direct contradiction. But ſome, from inattention, have attempied , 
el prove the. exiſting of ſouls, in a ſeparate ſtate from the boy, from What 
ing is faid of Jeſus on was croſs, and Stephen, at his death ; the one gave. up? 
he the ghoit, Luke xxhii,. 46. and the other (aid, receive my ſpirit; that is, 
es. in plain” Engliſh, Jeſus gave up his breath, or gholt, and fo, according, 
"It to prediction, his dead tou] went to the grave, Plal. xvi, 10. And 
of Stephen ſaid, receive my breath, or ſpirit, which) 0 nucommon EX», * 
a-  preflion' in ſcripture, Pſal. xxxi. 5. Job: in 3. Paul's ſaying, 
or' | © having a deſire to depart and to be With Chriſt,?“ Phil. i. 3 3. neither, 
ch mesqans, or can mean, that any thing called a fonl; could be { 

ad- from his perſon by death. No: infa word, theſe expreflions. of that, 
ne ſaint indicate plainly, that he, in the time, that he uttered. them, Was, 
2 |  -arneltly, withing for a transformation, or transfiguration, of his.earthly; -. 
ls | e into # de body, with which, 2 ſaints 1 oy debe 
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at Ja, Such as have once got but a taſte of ſweet eransGgurntion,” as Þ ha 
that ſaint had, 2 Cor. xii. 2—5. no doubt, in after-times, will long for w. 
the time of a continued transfiguration, which await the ſaints, ' He I] ſa 
ſpeaks with delight on the ſubject of transfiguration. We ſhall not all I m 
die, but we ſhall all be transfgured, 1 Cor. xv. 51. How beautifully I de 
he ſpeaks on the delightful ſeaſon of transfiguration, 2 Cor. v. 1—5. 
from which words, madneſs itſelf could hardly think that he meant 1 
death, or any ching s being ſeparated by death. Sweet transfiguration G 
explains all ſuch like'paſſages.”' The hiſtory of the thief on the croſs, IV 
is ſo far from proving the exiſtence of ſouls in a ſtate ſeparate from the || 
body, that it directly proves the contrary. "The thief aſks no preſent” I h 
- Favour of. Jeſus, but only a remembrance of him when he came in his I ſe 
bingdom. The petition to Jeſus, is much the ſame with that of the f. 
ſons of Zebedee, which indeed proved, that they did not well know r 
the nature of Jeſus's kingdom, about to come. Had the thief (as is It 
WH fooliſhly imagined) been deſirous of any preſent favour of Jeſus, he I 
would have aſked, that it ſhould have been inſtantly granted him, in If 
tk 
f 
| 
| 


that golden moment of nearneſs to Jeſus. Jſeſus's anſwer makes it 
| plain; © This day ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe ;”*- that is, thy 
|| perſon, and my perſon, ſhall this day lie in this earth; which certainly; * 
Was the place that rhe dead ſoul of Jeſus went to immediately after 
death, according to the prediction of the Tpirit, Pal. xvi. 10. More - 
over, to ſuch as lie down, in ſolid hopes of a bleſſed reſurrection, the 
4 is truly a paradiſe, or a bed of reſt; but to ſuch as die in un- 
jef, their grave is truly a priſon. The grave was indeed a paradiſe, 
or fweet bad, to the thief, that expected a favour at the reſurrection 
of the juſt, when Jeſus ſhall come in the glory of his kingdom. And 
to the — thief, and all unbelievers, the grave is indeed no paradiſe, 
wer bed of reſt, but a dark dungeon to detain (uy perſons till the awful 
$ i] 121 85 205 the laſt mag : | T7, 
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Concerning CaLLs external and internal. I? 
N. nothing has this world eli FEW than in views concerning in- 
ternal and external calls of the ſpirit of God. They think, that the 

external call of the goſpel is to all without e that the in⸗ 
rerjjal call is to what they call elect only. But ſure, in this caſe, non- 
elected henrers eantiot be damned for their diſobeying the internal call, 
which confeſſedly never was given them. And they allow, that the | 
external call, which is alk that is tendered to thoſe called reprobates, is 

not fit for the pur poſe of ſalvation; and yet they conclude the reſilting 
that very call, in itſelf infuffcient to ſave, is a ſufficjent ground of 

I damnation: - Would it be fair in judgment, in the godty, to condemm 

1 7505 7 odly for their not having obeyed an external call; whereas' the 

| godly: — common n Gocktibe, behoved. to __ 
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n, a had remained among che damned for ever. O ctnel divines? will oo 
g for | with ſuch do&rine, concerning. the manner of calling people to be 

He I ſaints, murder the hearers in heaps, or rather thoſe who are born in a, 
t all I murdered ſtate? Will ye never conſent to "Tet go from be darkneſs of 
fully I deluſion? | | 
—5. With reſpect to God's method of calling people from dune to life, 
eant I notice, that never a perſon can or will call one to Gqd, but one whom 
tion God ſends; and one whom God ſends he qualifies with the Holy Ghaſt, 
'ofs, which ſpeaks holy words; and theſe words, entering in by the ear, 
the and received in faith, becomes an internal call, or a new heart ; a new 
ſent” heart comes by bearin and hearing by the word of God: Thus you 
his ſee, that faith in the Hely Ghoſt, bedking by the tongue of the perſon” 
the | ſent of God, is an internal call. But, at any rate, let it not be believed * 
10w © that God has two ſorts of calls, viz. an external one, jinfufftcient for 
as is the purpoſe of ſalvation, and an internal one, only ſufficient: God has 
he || no ſham calls. Whoſoever ſhall obey the voice of an apoltle of God 
, in' I ſhall find ſalvation. This world has rendered the method of ſalvation 
s it truly unintelligible 3 or rather, men are teaching their own method of 
thy ſalvation, for there is nothing dark in the method of God. God's plan 
nly/ is as light as himſelf, and mens method of ſalvation i is as dark as ON f 
ter prince of darkneſs. | 2 
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Knowledge 2 attuinable by the external Senſes; 


Aa" 


EN truly think, that people are to come to the knowlÞdpe _ 
God ſome other way than by their ſenſes, originally appointed of Gd 
as avenues, or paſſages, through which we mult receive the knowledge 
of himſelf, and his myſtery of ſalvation. Certain it is, that late after 
the flood, 'the knowledge of the true God was entirely loſt; they were 
wholly degenerated i into idolatry ; and by what means was the know 
ledge of the true God again communicated to this earth? Anf. Before 
the days of Jefus Chrilk God the Father, in perſon, appeared to the 
eyes, or ſpoke in the ears, of the perſon called, or commiſſioned ſome 
of the angelical hoſt ſo to do. He who called Abraham ſpoke with his 
mouth to that patriarch ; gave him to know that there was a country, 
a kingdom, ſuperior to this earth; in belief of which, that father of the 
faithful obeyed, and left his country, and kindred, and went into 4 
foreign land. From this then it is certain, that Abraham, by his 
ſenſes, came to know that there was a true God, and that that very 
God had a glorious ſpiritual perſon; particularly, chat he had a mouth, 
with which he ſpake familjarly to him. Certain it is, that if Abraham 
had had no ſenſe of hearing, or ears for the reception of the word 
ſpoken by the mouth of God, he never had come to the knowledge of 
that God. If he had had no ears to hear the words proceeding from 
the mouth of the perſon calling him, we never had knoun that famoos 
| E which took place between God and Abraham e then 
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may'{erve-2s a botrection to ſuch as dream of any other knowledge 
than what enters by the avenues of the ſenſes, The voice — 


Jacob heard, and the fight which he ſaw, ſtrengthened the faith of 


Jacob that there was a God, and enlarged his knowledge concerning 


- that God. When the land of idolatry had in a great meaſure wore 
- out the knowledge of the true God, previous to the time of his deliver- 
ing his children from Egypt, God appeared to the very eye of Moſes 
in a buſh, and ſpoke in plain audible. words to that perſon. But more 
., particularly IL. mention a ſingle circumſtance, which might be ſatficient 


to thew, that mens knowledge of the true God muſt enter in by the 
external ſenſes, and not in another manner. Certain it js, in the 


_ writings' of Moſes, the ſaint of God, we have a very great body of 
precious revelation concerning the perſon. of God the Father, as like- 
wife concerning the laws, and-precepts, which he received from that 
God. But how did Moſes come by this large quantity of precious re- 
Velation, which we have recorded in his writings? Anſ. God, in per- 


fon, condefcended ſo far, as ro deſcend. upon the top of a mount; and 


that Moſes might actually get near to his glorious perſon, he called that 
choſen one from the camp to the top of the mount, where God the 
Father was preſent. in perſon, Moles who reveals the matter; juſt ag 


it was; tells, he ſaw the glorious feet of this divine perſon ſtanding up- 


on a clear pavement. And ſo near was he to the glorious perſon of 


God the Father, that he with his ears, or organs of hearing, heard the 


very voice and words which were ſpoke by 'the tongue, and proceeded 


from the lips of the glorious perſon. Is it not ſaid, that God ſpake 


face to face with Moſes, as a man ſpeaketh to his friend That is, the 


glorious perſon of God the Father, and the perſon of Moſes, were ſo 
near in the ſame-individual place, that the very ears of Moſeg, without 


. the intervention of angels, immediately heard tlie very, words pro- 


nounced by the bleſſed tongue aud lips of the perſon of the bleſſed 


Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And though Moſes, at the begin- 


vying of this perſonal. interview with the blefſed God, was in a terrible 


fear and quaking, yet ſo familiar was he with: the glorious perſon of 


God, who was with him on the top of the, mount, that before he came 


down from the place where Gad was perſonally preſent, he even had 
the holy aſſurance and courage to aſk a ſight of Godꝰs glory, which is His 

face, as God himſelf underſtood; witneſs his anſwer :to' M oſes, Exod. 
xx. 20. however, God gave Moſes to know, that a fight of his face 


would kill a perſon of fleſhi and blood; but mark the indulgence of that 


bleſſed God; rho? he could not ſatisfy Moſes with a ſight of his brigkt 
face, vet hie diſcovered himſelf to Moſes as far as he could ſafely. 
I That he might not ſtagger in the time that God's glorious perſon was 
| 3 ſet him in a clift of the rock. And what then happen- 
ed? » 


Aſtoniſhing to relate ! God with the glorious hand, of his 


B glorious perſon, covered the eyes of Moſes, while his glorious per ſon 
eas in paſſing by, and then removing his hand from off the eyes of 


Moſes, 


n. 
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Moſes, he ſhewed him his back parts, which did not flay ; Moſes; * m 


face would have done. Here you ſee, Moſes ſenſibly Fe the hand of - 
the glorious of God the Father, and with his eyes, or 
of ſeeing, ſaw the back parts of the glorious perfon of God. 
all along, you know, ſpoken according to Moſes's own account; and 
curſed is he who deviates either from the language, or ſentiment, of 
God's precious facred record. Aud, in after - times, you ſee, that God 
never could convey the knowledge of himſelf, or his ways, into pope 
minds, any other way than that of working on their fenſes. 


* 


us 
'T have 


appeared: perſonally to the prophets of God, and conveyed tlie — of © 


God into the prophets. Then the prophets had to ſpeak: 
audible voice, in the ears of the children of Iſrael and others. 
by the external ſenſes all along, the knowledge 


with an 
Thus, 


of God, and his Ways; 


muft' come. The evidences of the divinity of the Son of God, our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, depended on the external ſenſes of the people 
among whom it was evidenced he was the Son of God. His aftoitth 
ing words and doctrines were evidences of his divinity, only to ſuch as 
had ears, -or organs of hearing, 
not privileged with the external ſenſe of hearing, or ſueh 2s never 
were within the reach of his ſpeaking, could ngver be condemned fot 
not perceiving divinity in his words. Turni 

them that were diſtreſſed with divers diſorders, were all ad 


healin 
dreſſer” to the eye, or ſenſe of ſeeing. Such as unbelieved, and fuck 


as were not preſent in ſuch caſes, could-not learn any divinity from tis 
like operations. It was by ſeeing with the eyes, and heating with ts 
ears, or perceiving! by ſome external ſenſe” or other, that \Jews/ or 
Gentiles ſaw, or could fee, divinity in the apoſtles. It is nonſenſe, the 


height of abſurdity, to think that the knowledge of God, or his ways, 
of! ſenſe; pe 
They are only viſionaries, or enthuſiaſtie perſons, who ſpeał of inter- 

Without all- 


can be-attained to any other way than by the 5. or 
naß s vidence, except what enters by external. ſenſes. 


manner of doubt, if external evidence is received | in _— it REY 
ney internal evidence. . . | 


The holy Perſon of Chriſt poſſeſſed a divine Nature + on. 


| 3 from divine aa 25 chis 1 bi 54 


their ways of thinking, ſpeaking, and writing, concerning the perfon of 
our Lord Jeſus Chril. 
dity receive countenance from ſcripture, or common ſenſe,) muſt be 
doating-on words, without meaning indeed. Nothi 
natures; there are but two natures in exiſtence, viz. the nature of 


/ 


to hear with. Such as were deaf, or 


water. into wine, ane 


To think that he had two natures, which is 
no where in ſcripture aſſerted, or ſuppoſed, (neither can ſuch an abſur- 


can have two 


God, and the nature of the devils. | Got kay cone? HEY | 
| and 
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and the devi has as little of God's. 'Dwo' natures of the ſame kind is} 
a, contradition-in terms. To ſay that Jeſus had two natures, agree. 
ing in one, is in effect to ſay, that he has but one nature—for their 
agreement makes them one. And in that caſe, they might as well ſay, 
that he had a thouſand natures. Certain it is, when Adam was made, 
he was made in the ſimilitude of him that made him, James iii. 9, 
GSGen. i. 26. Andi'it is equally certain, he was filled with, or poſſeſſed 
of, the divine nature. And it is certain, when Adam liſtened to the 
vil devil, he was immediately filled with the devil's nature. And ſo be- 
getting his children, in the luſt of the devil, every one that is born to 
man poſſeſſes the devil's nature. Thus you ſee, that human nature 
now, and the devil's nature, mean one and the ſame thing. We are 
|  expreſly told in ſcripture, that the human nature, or the nature of 
man, is of ſuch a kind, that it cannot be renewed, but actually taken, 
Way, and a new nature given, or there can be no ſalvation. Since 
then, the human nature, or the nature of man, is ſo very bad, that it 
cannot be converted into good, but removed, in the caſe of ſalvation, 
Spre/tq ſay, that Jeſus. had a human nature, is to ſay that he had a 
very bad nature. Could ever God be the Father of a nature, and not 
| 118 of. a perſon? Could ever the Virgin Mary be the. mother of a nature, 
d not of a perſon? Only think on it for a moment, and ſee the ridi- 
* the aſſertion,-viz. that Mary was not the mother of the 
N Son of God, bu Goch but the mother of the nature of the perſon of the Son of 
{ba Whatſoever has all the eſſential parts of a perſon muſt be a per- 
2 Jeſus Chriſt, the babe born at Bethlehech, had every individual 
R 28 part of another male- child, and muſt there” ore have been 
a. perſon, or reaſon is no more reaſon, Thoſe who {peak of the two 
natures of the Son of God, make one of his natures and his perſon the 
„very ſame thing. Ridiculous to relate! A nature, and the perſon in 
which that nature is, muſt be very diſtinguiſhable. | Inſtead of two 
natures in one perſon, there are both in che kingdoms of God ſand 
Satan, many perſons in one nature. God the Father, his only begotten 
Son, and all the perſons of ſaints now in glory, and all holy on earth, 
are filled with one and the ſame nature. That very individual nerſon 
that was born of Mary, crucified at Jeruſalem, had all the fulneſs of, 
the, godhead reſiding in him bodily. - And it is as certain, that that very* 
ioulviduat holy foi, which filled the body, or perſon of Jeſus, or fill-. 
eld that holy thing called the Son of God, muſt in the very ſame man- 
ner fill every body, or every perſon, born of God. If any one has not 
the ſpirit of Chriſt he is none of his. The body of every ſaint is a 
temple, filled with the ſame ſpirit that filled the temple of the body of 
Jeſus Chriſt. 1 he ſame ſpirit that filled the body of Jeſus, muſt fill, 
in the ſame manner, the bodies of all his brethren. And hence, he 
that ſanctiſies, and they that, are ſanctiſied, are all of one. There is, 
however, this circumſtantial difference betwixt the perſon, or the body, 
of, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 0 {pa of, the reſt of his holy brethren, - 
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ind is as Jeſus was begotten. in an extraordinary manner, his perſon. was” 
pree. | originally filled with the eternal ſpirit of his Father; whereas hig 

their brethren were, firſt filled with the human nature, oe ref he 
Il ſay, ſerpent, in ſcripture termed the old man; and ſecondly, filled With the 
made, divine nature, (2 Pet. i. 4.) commonly termed the neu man. Ho . 
n. 9. ever, from the time that the old nature, or ſpirit, is taken away, and & 
ſſeſſed new nature, or ſpirit given, the perſons thus regenerated are filled 
o the with the holy ſpirit, or nature of God, in the ſame manner that Jeſus 
o be. was; on which account he is not aſhamed to call them brethren; and 
rn to indeed brethren they could not be, except filled with the ſame ſpirit 
ature Y which filled him, I likewiſe noticed a little above, that in the kingdom 
e are of Satan, as well as in the kingdom of God, there are many perſons * t 
re of | one nature, Let us, however, ſee what the ſcripture ſays of the 
taken. bleſſed Son of God; and let us ſee what the {ſcripture calls the Son” of 
Since God ; and let us ſpeak according to their holy tenour. From the 
hat it | earlieſt of Old Teſtament revelation, we have it all along, that the Son 
tion, of God was to be begotten in an extraordinary way. In the ſecond 4 
nad a B Pſalm we have an account of God's decree ſo to do; and ſure, What 
d not was in David's day in decree, was fulfilled at the fulneſs of time. The 
ture, | angel who informed Mary of the extraordinary. begetting of a child in 
ridi- her womb, called that very perſon, or holy thing, conceived in her 
f the | womb, the Son of God; and ſure, the angels language is more d e 
Mn of | adopted than that of men, who have invented a heap of ;eratmpywords, - © 
per- which they ignorantly apply to the Son of God. Ah, for their jpno- =; 
dual F rance! That very he;, ching, or perſon, born of Mary, and ſuffered at 
been Ine gave himſelf forth to the world as the Son of God; and 
ſuch as denied that to be the Son of God, which they ſaw with their 
| the eyes, heard with their ears, and handled with their hands, were con- 
m in | demnable. And the ſame crime muſt be as condemnation worthy at 
two | this day. The bleſſed Father, with his own mouth, from heaven owns 
and ed that to be his only begotten Son which was born of Mary, and was 
ten in the very time (that he ſpoke the words) on the mount of transſigu- 
rth, ration, Matth. xvii. 5. Search the precious and ſacred records, aud 
rion from the beginning of Matthew to the end of the book of the Revela. 
s of tion, in Patmos, you will find, that when any apoſtle ſpoke, or wrote, 
very; of the Son of God, they meant that very individual holy thing, or per- 
fill ſon, born of Mary, baptized in Jordan, crucified at Jeruſalem, to be the 
Yan- Son of God. Jeſus could properly ſay, that though his boly perſon, 
not or tabernacle, was born in the fulneſs of time, yet the ſpirit that filled 
is;A that perſon was in his Father before the world began. And indeed, 
y of from the time that the evil nature, or ſpirit, is taken out of a perſon, 
fill, or perſons, and the ſaid perſon, or perſons, filled with the ſpirit, or 
he nature of God, ſuch can with Jeſus properly ſay, that though their 
is, perſons, or bodies, have been produced in time, yet their ſpirits, x 
natures, as being divine, were in God before the world began. Thus 
you ſee, that in that reſpect Jeivs and his brethren are alike. At, 
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h led ons the firſt- 8 or the firſt new creature that- 


ever this eurth ſaw. Old Teſtament ſaints, at their reſurrection and 
Wy aſcenſion, entereg into the obedience of Chriſt; along with the holy 
angels. which became a new creation to them, Cole is 20: But certain 
its, chat the reſt of the new creatures muſt be like him, whom God 
= fee forth as a pattern of his ſpiritual kingdom. Such as: dream that 
they are going to heaven, and yet never believe their bodies, or: per- 
ſons, muſt be filled with the fulneſs that filled the body of Jeſus, hall” 
fad a woful miſtake at laſt, Eph. iii. 19. It is evident from ſcripture, 2 
chat thougl the perſon. of the Son of Cod Was conceived; and bornz*at"' 
the fulneſs of time, yet the ſpirit of his per ſon was from eternity. In? 
the ſame manner, though the ſaints perſons are produced im time, yet 
che holy ſpirits of their perſons was from eternity,” As I onee Had, fo” 
cis world now have very miſtaken views, concerning every important 
point in the life and perſon of Chriſt; While- ales the ruition f 
blind guides, even contrary to the revelation: of the holy ſcriptures; ' 
I believed, that the divine ſpirit in Ohriſt could not weep, ſigh, br. 
| groan formen. Ah, for my former miſtakes; concerning the ways of 
ay God! We ſee, dei; and know, that God the Father, before the birth 
off his holy Son, or holy thing born, was grieved to his heart, andre! 
pented that he nad made man. Let none ſay that God ſpake after the 
manner of man. No; he ſpeaks of himſelf after the manner of God, and 
in oppoſition ro that of i impenitent man. If God would compare himfelf 
to- any thing; to which he is not like, it would give men very miſtaken / 
l nations of Him becauſe meri muſt frame their notions of God aceording 
; | to'thar; whieli he compares himſelf to. Let none think that God, in 
Very deed; cannot be grieved. The heart of the devil, indeed, is too 
5 ſtalbborn to be grieved for the miſeries of man; but the beart of Gd 
i deve irſelf ;, anch it is the very nature of love to be concerned about 
1 0 the miſery of others. If then, the divine nature in God the Father; 
1 | before the birth of his only begotten Son, was truly grie ved on aecount 
| of chit hardneſs of mens hearts, no wonder that the ſame divine nature, 
Pu the fleſh and blood, perſon -or- tabernacle, of Jeſus's body, ſighed; | 
Fgroancd, ory account of the hardneſs of mens hearts. But ſome ſay, - 
chat it was the human nature that cried, © let this cup paſs; and 
bat it was the divine nature that ſaid, thy will be done. But they j 
mighit with as much propriety ſay, that it was one nature in the Father 
SEE bich faid;- Now therefore, let me atone, that my wrath may wax 
not againſt them, that I may conſume them, Exod. xxxii. 10. And. 
other nature, which, at the interceſſion of Moſes, repented him f 
the evil Which God thought to do; Exod; xxxii. 14. Thoſe words 
were both ſaid in the vine nature of God the Father, So in the 
divine nature, his only begotten Son both ſaid, ** let this cup paſs; 
s like wiſe, 0 thy will be done But ſome fay, that his eating or 8 
Food, and drinking: of liquors; prove. jeſus to have had a human nature. 
Th _ actions then muſt proves! "that the three W that came to 
Lt Abraham 
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Abraham had. human natures, ' becauſe they os; of Abbe ve "ul | 


hat- 

ind butter; milk, &c. The. ſame actions muſt prove the ſame natures: in | 
oly all, or chere is no foree in the argument. It is needleſs to he more 
ain prolix in exploding idle dreams of . divines, concerning a humaff nature 
z04- of Chrilt ; a divine nature he had, which filled the whole of that holy 
hat perſon, born of Mary. But as for a human nature, er an old nature, 
er- he never could have,, orihe had not been the Son of God. I onte 
jall | thought. that Chriſt carried fleſh and: blood to the throne: of God, *br 
re, into the heart of his Futher's kingdom. But now, according to the 
at ſcripture, I ſee that 'fleth and blood ſhall not inherit the kingdom of 
In heaven, 1 Cor. xv. 50. Nothing but a ſpiritual body ean inherit the“ 
yer kingdom of heaven; but then; a ſpiritual body is not a body of fleth 5nd 


fo” blood. The quality of 'a ſpiritual body is different from the quality UP 
ant 2; body of: fleſh and blood. And ſure, that which has not the quality of 
or fleſh and blood, cannot be faid to be of theſe materials. I believe, that 
Ses, the ſight of Jeſus%s perſon, ſeen by Paul going to Damaſcus, comb ine 
or” bim that Jeſus had neither fleſh nor blood. Vea, he wWäas convineed 
of that all about him was divine. The brightneſs of fleſh, and blood ig 


th not more bright than the ſun, Acts vi. 13. When John, in Patmes, 
„ ſaw bim on whoſe breaſt he had formerly leaned, he was convinced 
he that his beloved Jeſus had neither fleſh nor blood about ys he gives 
nd a deſcription of pure divinity, or ſpirituality, Rev. i. 1302 More 
elf over, on this point I notice, that fleſh. and blood mall 5 inherit 
en” heaven or hell. Both the ſaints, who ſit in judgment, and the wicked, 
ung | who pre judged, have bodies devaid of fleſh and blood, and devoid of 
in 3 the qualities 01 fack feeble materials. It, indeed, is ſown! ir the EW 
4 | mural, or Heſh and blood body, but is-raifed a fpirirnal body; 
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r Concerning the plainneſs of the Scriptures. 4. 
1 -: 11 N 
nt 1 ONC E. thought, as the world now 40 think, viz. Ale eh mins 
e, of God wrote the ſcriptures in a fiyle ſo myſtieal and obſtüre, thae 
d, there was need for What they called learned men, to explahi their 
„ * | : meaning, to what is called the vulgar, or lets learned. I Was made ta 
nd believe, that a number of years in the grammar ſch6ol, in tlie unver- 
„ | - tity, and divinity hall, would at leaſt make me underſtand more of the 
er” ways of God, than if 1 had not had thoſe acquirements. That indeed 
ax'' was to believe, that God had a ſpecial delight in the wiſdom'of ma 
Md. And the princes of this world, which he in t Ks ſpirit condemns as folly," 
of / I Cor, ii. 6. Certain it is, that the ſpirit of God can ſpeak more plains 
ds - thaw men on divine ſubjects. And equally certain it is, that he has à 
10 will ſo co do; where 32 is the ambiguity in the ſeriptures? But Were 
2” 


„ | | : there ambiguity in the ſcriptures, would college and divinity-hall qua- 

of | Jifications remove that ambiguity? Human, acquirements: 1 . and 
e. without exception, make men more proud, or devil like. ſualißi- 
to | N en W to make men underſtand the Ways of Godt Bu x IPO 
m PEE | D 2, "bf 
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let me tell from experience, apreeable to the ſcripture, none but th 
+ ſpirit of God, in the perſon inſtructing me or others, can make them 
or me wiſe to ſalvation. I had been ſafe enough to have aſked Jeſus, 
or any, of his apoſtles, concerning the meaning of ſcriptures ; theſe had 
the ſpirit of God in them, or the ſpirit that wrote the ſcriptures. 
There is as much need, at this day, for the ſame divine fpirit to be in 
the perſon, or perſons, inſtructing us in the ways of God, as was in 


WW; - the days of the apoſtles. ” Such as are inſtructed by men, not having 


that ſame ſpirit which was in.Chriſt and his apoſtles, are only under the 


1 tuition of blind guides, and both ſhall fall into the deep ditch of hell. 


Formerly, when difficulted with any paſſage, I wiſhed to have the 
wind of ſome commentator on the difficult paſſage. Thus I thought, 
Wat the commentator would tell me the mind of God more clearly than 
| * the ſpirit of God had done; this was indeed, to afcribe to man the 
1 gory.of plain ſpeaking, which alone is due to God, or the ſpirit of 

; God. And yet, what was moſt ſhocking of all, T was taught, that 
God's writings were more plain than that of man, and needed no explana- 
$ * tions. - Oh, heaps of inconſiſtencies! when a perſon-cannot venture 
bis eternity on the truth, as it is written in ſcripture ; he wiſhes for 
a commentator, that he may venture his eternity on the way that the 


wy. commentator has explained. But ſure, when he ſees commentators 
wal explaining the ways of God, in different ways, he cannot venture into 
or + eternity all the different ways. The perſon that thinks, that any man 


| can tell the mind of God more plain than God has actually done, mult 


ſee the mind of God, men would act a much more wiſe part would they 


fee God's mind of the commentator. ' Is there any uſe then for tie 


ministry, or- miniſters, ſome will ſay? Anf. I know no other miniſtry 
but the miniſtry of the Holy Spirit; other miniſtration is little worth; 


wen would be better without it. And. God approves of no other 
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| 


$-. miniſter than ſuch as have his own Holy Spirit, which filled his Son 


Jame Holy Spirit which filled Jefus and his apoſtles, are only filled with 


| of Chriſt. | 
Concerning the SSI AIT of GOD. 


0 Mex g. now, the Spirit of Chriſt has withdrawn itſelf. But if 


men would ſpeak a little more intelligibly, they would ſay, that men 
flew. both the apoſtles, and ſuch as believed in them, becauſe they had 


te Spirit of God. And thus the perſecuting ſpirit vf the devil (ſoon. 
wy after God had lighted up his lamps) extinguiſhed them by the murder 
I of the perſons, in whole bodies was the divine light. And the conſe- 


. 
Pf.» 


* | , Jeſus, and ſent apoſtles, Rom. x. 15. Such as are not filled with the 
wii "the ſpirit of this world, which is the ſpirit of the devil. Such an one 
is a miniſter of the devil, and all his miniftrations are againſt the kingdom 


9 Ul travel in darkneſs, die in darkneſs, and riſe to inherit darkneſs. Ah, 
miſerable inheritance indeed! Inſtead of conſulting commentators to 
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nence was, this world, ſince that time, has been wandering about in — 
-ndteſs mazes of darkneſs, crying, lo here Chriſt; and lo there Chriſt. 
But it is all a phantom to ſay, lo here, or there Chriſt; except you can 
ſhew us, perſon or cies whoſe bodies are filled with the Spirit of 
that Chriſt. Men may here be ready to ſtart, and ſay, has God had 
no light on earth ſince the days of the apoſtles and their adherents? 
A\nſ. God never has had, or can have, any light on earth, but what 
he has in the perſons raiſed up by himſelf, to declare forth his truths to 
a darkened world. God's Spirit never can reſide in any thing elſe but 
he temples of the gue: of men and women. Faith, a new birth, or 
a new creature, m come by hearing. What an egregious miſtake + ' 
then is it, to take the ſcriptures in place of the living Spirit of God, 
dwelling in a perſon ſent of God. If there had been any of the off- E 
ſpring of heaven on earth ſince the death of the apoſtles and their ad- 
herents, they would have agreed to the deſcription given by the a- 
poſtles, concerning the children of God in the latter days. Surely the - 
perſon, or perſons, in the latter days commiſſioned to alarm and warn 
the world, concerning the ſecond coming of Chriſt, behoved to be 
every way ready to meet the Lord; that is, to have all the deſires ang 
exerciſes ee. to the heavenly country, before Jeſus the ſecond 7 
time actually made his appearance; as he comes, not to prepare a people” 
to himſelf, but to take home thoſe who are already prepared. But 
ſome will ſay, if this is God's way, what muſt have become of the 
many generations which certainly had both a faith and practice different 
from this? Anſ. What muſt have become of the multitudes of heathen. ©." 
nations, who walked in darkneſs before the myſtery of godlinefs, by 
the Spirit of God, in the apoſtles, was declared among them. Sure it © 
fare not worſe with them, that it fared” well with the beheving Jews... 
Beſides, it might with as much propriety be ſaid:; but what Hci 7 
of the unbelieving Jews, among whom the light was? For it is certain. 
that the remnant of unbelievers, among the e bore as ſmall a pro- 
portion, compared to the unbelievers in that nation, as the Jews 25 = 
to all the world. However, certain it is, that it fared no worſe win 
the unbelievers of that people, that it fared well with ſuch as feared” 
God, And ſure, after the goſpel ſpread in the world, there was hut 
2 ſmall proportion embraced the truth, compared to that which reject. -- 
ed it, Sinful curioſity in this caſe may ſay, bat what muſt have be- 
come of ſuch as ſubmitted not to the righteonſnefs of God? In like 
manner, ſurely theſe many generations Mt have been in this earth, 
ſince their murdering progenitors extinguiſhed the light of God, can- 
not be the worſe, that this generation has a light which they had not. 
And though this generation had periſhed in the darknefs of former 
1 it could have been no benefit to them who are in their 
lent grave. Ang certain it is, it would be paying them too great a 
compliment to refuſe this light of God, becauſe they wanted it. It 
| would indeed be ſuch 'a-murdering compliment, as the unbelievingJ 2 by 
LED So = RIF”, 2 6d | 9 pal ; 
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paid to their forefathers, who held with their traditions, and rejecteſpat 
me tradition of Jeſus. And ſuch a compliment as the .unbelievinger 

hueeathens paid to their progenitors, .that rather than believe that afſri 

their forefathers, who lived before the ligbt, were damned, they cho t 

| to adhere to their former faith and practice, and ſo. rejected the faite 
and practice of Chriſt and his apoſtles, which to them was new indeeqhuſ 

Rather than ſpend their time in curious queſtions, concerning how dogſſu 
the light of God has been out of this world, they ſhould embrace this 
light of God, now that it is in the world, and the more eſpecially, as o 

is the laſt call of mercy which is to be ſent to thig world. At the endon 

of this diſpenſation of mercy, now on earth, beg che awful diſpen 
tzon, that ſhall burn as an oven, leaving them neither root nor branch 
Ihe Antediluvians ſhould have been thankful for Noah's diſpenſation 
of warning them before the deſtroying flood. The Sodomites thoul@' 
have been thankful for Lot's merciful warning them the night befor@a 
the judgment, to flee from the wrath to come. In like manner, .inſteaFet 
of being offended with this light's coming into this dark world, thi$x 
generation ſhould be thankful that it has come in their day. Had iÞn 
not come, they muſt in judgment have been numbered with theifh 
| darkened forefathers. They ſhould immediately embrace the light, andi 
© turn from their datk ways, which their own, conſciences tell them arque 
© ,un-heaven-like, un-godlike, and un-Chriſt.like. But what way ſbalfn 

' they turn, ſome may ſay? Anf. The Antediluvians had. been wiſe hae 

they turned to Noah, becauſe he had the mind of God in him. Then 

Sodomites, when warned of impending danger, had aGted-wiſely haQa 

they turned to Lot, becauſe he had the mind of God. I am ſure, 

their reſurre&ion, the Antediluvians, who perithed in Noah's day, wil 
not like to ſee his face, who will judge the men of his generation. Ane 

certain it is, that the Sodomites, that periſhed in the flames, the next 
morning after being warned, will not like to fee believing Lot. Suct 

FREE as heard the apoſtles, and periſhed, in judgment will not like to fee the 

Faces of theſe perſons. In this manner are ſaints to judge the world 
1 Cor. vii. 2. And ſure, to turn out of the way of judgment, whi 
all infallibly light upon the unbelieving in this, generation, is to turm 
| to that place and people where the light of God is. All the world 

LEE | knows well, that there is ſomething here more unlike the world, than 

in any other place. Peoples coming from many different kingdoms 
| to ſee whati1s here, is a proof that the. like of it is not in earth. . | 

1:3 Before the great and terrible day of the Lord, did this world expe 

d 8 ſee, or hear, of a people more ſeparated from the world than what 
is here? Certainly ; had a people more ſeparate from the world been; 

wa  poſlible, it had frighted the generation more than we. It is our ſepa 

= ration from the world indeed, that diſcourages them from falling it 
mw with.us. But my dear friends, in divine love let me tell.'yon, yc 
need not be afraid of too much ſeparation from this world, until ya 
ſee (if ir were poſlible) a ſeparation greater than Chriſt bad, or greater 
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rejecte an the Sir 5664 indines to; or greater than is in heayen through” 
elevir Cormectiom with the world has been, and will be, the dam- 
that a wry * all that are damned. And conformity to this world in life, 
ey cho to be conforimed to their ſentence in judgment, and conformed "to. | 
he faitſheir ſociety in hell for ever. Connection with this world's laws and 
indeedhiſtorns, is comection with the devil, the author of every lau not 
o. logſſued out by the Spirit of God!. And certain it is, that ſeparation from 
"ace hh: is world is ſalvation: God came to ſave men from conformity to this 
ly, as orld; but ſure; had its laws been oy or of 2 9 : bad never” 5 
the. engome to redeem from them. N TO | 
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branch! bones GOD's Decroes. 8 855 

nſatior e 
thou LOW ſhockihet to think; that Gd Abies all ATE that come to 


befor 5 Vet, alas! ſo much has the devil blinded the minds of mien con- : 
inſteaQernirig the ways of God, that many now think, that God decreed the 
d, thigxiſtence of the countleſs ntimbers of miſerable wretches that have been 
Had ibn this earth; as likewiſe the quantity of their ſin and miſery. They 
1 theifhink, thou u the whole courſe of the wicked's life is directly againſt 
ht, an ſelf, and offenſive to him, yea and againſt his exprefs decree, in the 
em arqoly ſcripture, that God has decreed all. One would think, that men 
y ſhal ight ſoon imagine better employment for God, than the exerciſe 
iſe haqlecreeing fin and miſery, Sure, God has been much employed iu re- 
Thquoving {in out of the world. What more could God have done to 
ly had ake fin out of the world, than he has done, is doing, or will do, Havel. 
Ire, ah; If any one will ſay, that God could have done more to removes 
y, wilhin than he has done, he oppoſes nor me only, but even expreſs reve- 
. #Angation ; (ſee the above citation.) How does it look? to fay that God, . - 
e nextfrom eternity, reprobated the perſons of fach-as ſhall at laſt be damned, 1 
Suchend yet, at the ſame. time, decreed the very wickedneſs of their lives, 
ee theffor which they are actually to be damned at laſt. Such as think hac 
worldShis doctrine has any countenance from the ſacred record, neither kus 
whichod nor his ſcriptures, nor have the Holy Spirit of. God within them, 
o turn The Spirit of God; which knows his own decrees, was in Jeius; yet 
worldhat Spirit in him knew no ſuch decrees as thoſe of reprobation. Thi: 2 

„ thanfvery Spirit of God the Father, in his holy Son, wreſtled with the 
doms Jews, that never believed, to bring them to repentance ; whereas, if; 
Ihe Spirit of God within him had known any decree of his own to the 4 
expect ontrary, how would he have called all men without diſtinction? The 
whatPFpirit of God was in the apoſtle Paul; and yet that Holy Ghoſt; or 
been Holy Spirit in him, did all that could be done, by preaching, to perſuade 
ſepa. o ſalvation multitudes of Jews and Ge tiles, who died in unbslief. 
ing in But why would that Holy Cho have doe ſo much to perſuade thoſe, 
„ youſÞad he been privy to a decree which excluded the pothbility of their 
1 yquflalvation? Did not the Holy Ghoſt, ar Spirit of the hely God, in 
reate 5215 fear leſt his work had den in vain; and val! is > why have been, * 
. thanf- « . | ö ; | | 
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ff he had not run among elect, yea, and that too in hours and mom 
Jaeeſtined for the purpoſe of converſion, if the too common doctrine we 
true. I hope, in a ſhort while, the reaſonableneſs of the ways of Goc 
will be ſo looked into, that decreeing ſin, and damning on account of 
it, will not be aſcribed to a juſt and holy God. From the beginning 
of. Geneſis, to the end of Revelation, the word ele& means that people 
that are gathered out, and ſeparated from' the reſt of, mankind, by the 
hearing of faith. And God calls none reprobate, but ſuch as reprobate 
bis method of ſalvation. If any one does not underſtand the meaning 
of any paſſage of ſcripture, (which indeed no human, learning can] 
underſtand, ) let them come to the place where the light is, ſend word, 
or let them wait in ſuſpenſe, rather than take any paſſage to prove ſuch 
actions in God, as is mentioned above. Is it any proof of goodneſs 
to have a power to fave all, but only a will to ſave a few? Certainly 
both will and power, to ſave all who believe in that will and power, is 
an indiſputable mark of goodneſs. It muſt not then be wanting in the 
true God. Peoples election to a feaſt, wedding, or entertainment, can 
only be known by an invitation tendered to that people, to attend at 
ſaid feaſt, &c. Whoever, is called to an entertainment, has no room 
to diſpute their election to the ſame. God's making choice of all men 
and women to be ſaved, is evident from his call to all. Vet certain it 
bs, it is but a yery few that ſubmit to the will or righteouſneſs of God, 
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Concerning the Nature of true Devotion. 


8 A Great part of this world's devotion conſiſts in their praying God 
to fave them, The cloſet, the private place, the place of public con- 


WW vacation, are filled with many cries of this kind. What then muſt be 


© tlieir views of God? This, viz. that the petitioners, are willing to be 
avez but that God needs pleading, to make him willing to ſave the 


1 petitioners, Salvation was never attained this way. Ah, let me tell 
= #tniſerable and deluded world-! chat I tried this way of preſſing and 
beſeeching God, to grant me mercy ; but though I had continued this 


, 5 008 a thouſand years, I ſhould neither have offended the devil, or 
en one grain beneficial to my own perſon. Such as invert God's. 


= : method of ſalvation, without a change of nature, ſhall never inherit 


eternal life. To invert God's order of ſalvation, is to put ourſelves 
in God's ſtead, and God in ours. Such as think that ſalvation is at- 
tainable by their beſeeching of God to ſave them, ſurely. muſt. not 


il know, that it is God that has to pray to, and beſeech men, to ſubmit 


to his terms. Such as plead with God to fave them, want to bring 
God to their terms; whereas, were the petitioners willing to accept 
of ,God's, they would never. preſs him .to theirs. Such as beſeech 
God to ſave them, pray to an unknown God. The. true God, the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus, by his Son agd apoſtles, beſought men to 
"accept of ſalvation, Many a time did the Son of God, e his 
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in the li 4. 
” bleſſing od, that be ſought them inſtead of their needing to ſeek him, 
to grant his fayour. Then the above view lets us ſee-the depjorable 


beſeech him to be t | 0 hi 
4 Dus ſtrength, and in his own ſpirit, is beſeeching God to fa e 
W 


Will never pray to God for the deſtruction of itſelf; yet certain It us, 
there is no ſalvation, except the word of God divide betwixt the foul 
and ſpirit, or Satan's inſpiration, Heb, iv. 12, that is, the word of g 
; muſt actually remove, or deſtroy, the firſt nature of a perſon, and fills 
the perſon with the divine nature, 2 Pet. i. 4. Can one in com 

ſenſe believe, that God is actually willing to fave all men, ung yet, . 


| common ſenſe, | 


_ to ſaymiyſterious woman prthe perſuaded to ſubmit to his righteouſnels9 
none [08 light of God ee , of the ſcriptures, wan 


| | i ( 33 « £ * 
Son, pray to all pegple to be ſaved by him, or. to let him redeem them, 


FE 


Where then was the room for them to pray to that God, 20 give them 
wir to preſſed upon them? W hat a. the operation of 15 Haly 
Ghoſt, ar holy God, in the apoſtles? Was it not-a 5 praying, 
and beſeeching men, to accept ſalvation ? Surely: then there was nv 
need that perions petitioned to accept of. ſalvation; ſhould petition for 
that which the Spirit of God prayed them to receive. If I heard a4 
popr man frequently petitioning ſome noble perſon, in order ta obtain 
a certain favour, I ſhould juſtly conclude, that the inferior Was more 
willing to obtain the favour, than the ſuperior was to grant the ſame, 
In like manner, while we hear a perſon beſeeching God to be recon- 
ciled to himſelf, or others, it poſſeſſes our minds with this falſe pre- 
judice,—-that the petitioner is more willing to obtain the favour of ſal 
vation, for himſelf, and others, than the God petitioned js willing * | 
rant. While you hear a,perſon, or perſons, petitioning God to gran 
ſalvation, depend upon it, that ſuch petitioners are not in the light of 
God. I myſelf am a living witneſs. of this, and would give ten thou, 
ſand worlds to undeceive even but a ſingle individual, cohcernig 
this momentous point. You will at once know one that is in the Iich 
of God by this touchſtone :—Thoſe who are in the light of God, and 
haye paſſed from death to life, are conſtantly thanking and prailing God; 
that he, of mere grace, came and preſſed them to enter into his falva- » 
tion. Again, I repeat it out of pure love to a deluded world.” Such a? 
are crying and praying to God to ſave them, know not God, rar dc 
ght of God. For ſuch as are in the light, are thanking and 


4 


ſtate of the world, who think, that preſſing of God to be reconciled to 
them, is the way of ſalvation. What is the ſum of all the revelation 
that ever came from heaven? Surely this, viz.— That God is willing, 
extremely willing, as willing as he can be, to fave all men. Why then 

be that which he is already ? The natural mau u his 


ich muſt be deſtroyed, in caſe of ſalvation. A natural man's ſpirit 


the ſame time, beſeech God to be willing to grant the fayour of falvas 
tion? Surely not, This, however, brings in many acting contrary to 
and the revelation of God. Since then the. whole ® 

revelation repreſents the Spirit of God, wheriſoeyer on earth, as willing 
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view to prove the propriety of petitioning God to make him willing tq 


ſave men, when he has, and is praying us fo much, to accept of his 
= ſalvation. It were highly rezſopable' to leave off vanity and fin, and 
_— continually thank him, that ever he prayed us, by his Spirit, to accept 
== ' ſuch a favour. Moſt people expect to be ſaved by pleaſing God fome 
= way or other. This way will never do. We muſt be ſaved by being 
3 pleaſed, with God and his ways. Such as. are pleaſed with him ard 
= entered into God's Ialvation. Such as continue well pleaſed with the 


| except God's way. If we then be pleaſed with ſuch an one, we muſt 
4 eie, of whom ſuch an one comes. 
© None but a ſent of God can give to the world a ſpecimen of a hea- 
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LE ſuch a life might be born, yet a day, a week, a month, would — 


»/@ vw! 


tw \ — — 
2 
— —oͤ 
— 7 — 
—_ 


ther heavenly. ' Every thing worldly has care, fear, diſappointment in 
tit. When the Jews read a prophetic deſcription of the life of the 
A in, they were delighted with it. Yea they wiſhed, that in life 
' they might ſee exemplified, that which they delighted ſo much in when 
en on parchinent, or paper. Never a Jew les, bibel could 
e 2 living exemplification of a life ſo S Eon of God dr 80 hetic 
il irg. But when Jeſus actually, r Y | 
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cru- 


GR | 
ling 1g | <ifed.him. Why, what crime uin; of crucifixion had hg, committed "f 
of his Hees den 4 Ming en pi ape, the Wet gy een 
and | papet. The concluſion they, ie evident ; there be many, Who Thinks. 
a. 0 "they would delight in a ſpiritual fe, if ſeen exemplified, merely 
accept that they would delight in 3 ipiritugt ee i Jeſcribedl in e £2 
 fome | becauſe. they. have no excephons aun that ile den e Kelp » 
being | tures.. Thee ſcriptures is ly a deg, lorrer,,on; paper and ink, You 
neither ſee or know. more. of heaven, than you have ſeen the life of 
h the | that country exemplified in a ſept, of Offs. You e know - 
"that | more of God than you ſee exemplified in the life of his children. 
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TY ener e * ; 1 g 
rene e n pull in oh nr i e 
0 their Joſs, this, world believe, they may be called to be ſaints, 
by .rerngl anden impegMons, N d e 
ling the perſon inpiting them to beſjeve,.,. If ile was true, it would. » 
hea. rike agent all the revelation which, God bas "Ir mage, to: man, on 
don | esrth. If God (5;.this; World foghihly, imagives), ccd hays. cane 
hats) | mupicated his mind internaBy, by ſilent nprethons, without-ag, audible 
voice, why, ſhould, Jelus,rperſonally in a, glorified are, hays ARNE 
"this | to. Pan to communicate, words into his; external gars, , If rhe; know- > 
un. | ledge, of God could; be communicated 1d men Joternallys withour the 
love | mediation of an audible, yoice, why would, God have in perſon appegr-.. 
ome ed 10 Adam aſter his fall, and Jab after don Lock, (LF hag 
ver, | 0.thew?: In a word, why ,vould God,bave cadaugeregy ths, ©ves gh 
uite the prophets, his Son, and.apoſtles, amidE a' rebellious race, ig eee 
% | -the;wind of heaven Wich anzible voices, if this interpal, way of calling 
ren | Without the interyention of a yoice, Was ſufßcient for. the pUrpeoteelt 
{|S There is no way by which heaven can communicate the wing, of Kno. 
on |. 1<dge, of God, into, the, heart of wei except by calling ae mas 
. preacher. from heaven, filled with the Spirit of rhe Sender, God, Rom. 
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wh | *-114+,15- Hoy can they hear, or be wade. io know, withour's 
» df - preacher ? that is, it is ſimply impoſſible for beaven to, ſave men en 
ly | cept by a preacher ſent of that ae . From, this they it. id evident,4 
mf that his world would, need. to take heed, hen they de, 
|} when Jeſus was on earth, the Holy Ghoſt was. in his, pexlon, even 2 
2 that humbled ſtate. After his aſceylion, the Holy Spirit was in the! 
ge. perſons of the twelve, apoſtles. The feinte bodies are the, only remples 
ein | of the Holy Gholt,; or holy breath of God.“ Were thers nor avung 
he oon earth, you could not ſay a Holy, Ghoſt was on earth.., He canes 
ife no where but in the temples of men and womens e e 1. 
fen generations intervening ſince the murderipg world ſlew. God's 4a 23 0 
na | vitnelles, ſpecified Rev. ai, 2. bave, been, without the; light, of ia 
| . The myſterious woman x edited Rev. xii. has actually non 
cl 
tlie 
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in her the light of God is rgſtored back to this earth, and continues 
ONES S r — | q | n 


+4 
. a of 


— — 


11 


FRY gs 
n 


Ws «> , 
A 4 
the period of tranfldtjon'ints rhe Youds,”ts meet the Lord at his ſecond 

W And indeed, the world ſeems to have had ſome impreſſions 
 reoriceriig the abſence. of a Hey holt: they date dil been crying 
out about the withdrawment af It. Tt was, however, a great miſtake 
tc Think that God had withdrawn bis Holy Spirit. Men murdered the 

pet ſonz, or temples, in which' > 
along di 


did* the world ſoſe pöſſeſſlon of the Spirit of God. All denoml. 


f 1 nations (Mahometans, Heathens not excepted) being under the power 
= of interval impreſſions, have the ſame pretenſions to the tuition of hea- 
ven. All their pretenſions, however, are equally vain. The ſeaſon 


their, falling. in with mercy does not this kindneſs for them in time. 
Such as are, or ſhall be in the right way, in this latter end of theſe 
Jaſt day, muſt have the Iloly Ghoſt to be their guide, in a perfon 


cerning the Ways of God. And ro do juſtice to a deluded world, let 
me rel} them there is hut one ſuch ſingle individual upon earth, or 
Has been fitice the death of the two holy martyrs, mentioned Rev. ii. 7. 
| -*uhdeceiye deluded People. It i no want of charity tb adviſe people 


des the the practice of drinking ſuch had been antient and faſtfionable. 
be fog is fit to Mamingte al the World, The light anck love of 


* 


World: | The "Tight that ve in the perſons el the dender if belleye 


| a | ih, had heen ſufficient co Have ſuved all the world. The light of re- 


'deewing love, even in the perſon of Paal atone, or any of the apoſtles, 
vidual,” Fhe'light that was in Jonah was as fit to illuminate populous 


put che light of God is no where on earth but with us, they exclaim 
thus ;—Has God confined all his Tight to one place? 1 his is a very im- 


Genes, as appears in Solomon's dedicatory prayer, 1 Kings viii. 41. 


/ortdcould come to Feteive illumination at the temple. When the 
oy perfor of Jeſus was öpofl rhe ear th, the light of God was no where in 
me the world but in the temple of his body, ' which could not be in two 
IF places ar one aid the Lame time. But it would be unjuſt to alledge, 
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Welt tbat wirit. And in that manner & 


» Hatlon$'are under the impulſe of what they call internal impreſſions, 
Yea,, they are concluding they are guided of God: - Indeed all denomi. 


which ſhall undeceive fooliſh virgins, ſhall take the veil off their eyes, if 
Taifed op, and ſent of heaven, to direct, with an audible voice, cot- 


4 | Let none fay that this is Want of charity. It is no want” of charity to 
a | | "not to truſt themſeſves t6 crazy veſſels; or not ro drink poiſonous waters, 
God, it che body of a ſingle ſeut of God, if belleved in love, is ſufficient 


i | to convert all the world. The fight that was in the body of Jeſus, if 
NG received in love, had been ſufficient to haye filled and converted all the 


i. received in loye, had beet! as fit to fave'a Whole kingdom as an indi- 
'Nigeveh, as to illuminate an individual in that city. The one lamp of 


= Tight, go on earth, is/as fit to iHluminate alf who come to the light, | 
is Tufficient ro enlighten an individual. When we tell the world: 


Proper exclamation indeed, Though the temple of Solomon wag in 
e Place, ir was erected: with a view to give light both ys e and 


14 Nen the temple could not travel over the world, yet the 
we world: 


that 
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ſecond hat God was a reſpecter of 
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of phe, the number had been exceedingly lar 
1 


' miſery 58 rt on actount of 


ſarisfackion in the cruel 
malicious de vils. 


| 5 they think that God the Fake” along with the devil and the world, 


"yp ME ns BY 
perfons, 1 Jews an e 
f nearveſs ro the light, which the Gentiles had not; or that he w. 
arriat, becaufe ſome! of tlie Jews had more frequent inſtructions fr 
ſelus's lips than others had. God never conveyed his tight and love - 
nto the body or perſon. of his only begotten Son for his wit perſonal 
advantage. He was raiſed yp of Ai for a light both to Jews ant: 
entiles. When heathens were invited to inherit all the fümefs "of __., 
od, it was ſufficient to convince them thay God was nd refpetter  -- 
pf perſons, even. though Je Jeſus was raifed 5 among "the Jews. 12 The? | 
_ are but few who believe in this one light of God 42 on'eapth, 
pect of Perſbris is not i te to God * chat account. Had a1 
be wee in this light, who have been invited to believe, by this time 
the number had not been ſmall : yea, it had been greater than even 
oft of the world themſelves believe that there are ſaints on earth. 
oreover; had all Who have heard of this light, and'converſed'con- 
cerning it, come to the place of the lamp, aric "dwelt | in that fountain 
e inderd. And were 
alt. s generation ſaved, whom the Spirit God calls to be faved,” 
and deſires to be ſaved, ſure Jam none would be damned. However 
many or few periſh in the event, they ſhall not have it ro fav, that their 
God . 1 „ 
an 7 


There is joy in heaven, in the heart of Father, Son, ſain 


the converſion of an individual, ir is fuch a rare and precios gas. 


Whir' inexprefſible Joy then wobld there he in heaven at the fepen. 
tance of many, or all? And now that it is founded abroad, it, all 


nations of this world, that there is a child of God on earth, wt che 


nature of Father and Son, how fhall they be clear of their own bloed 


Þ| who have never come to ſee the light? and how ſhall they be der 
oy E Tom rn who have heard, and have not belieyed: 4 5 . 
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Concerning the Sufferings of 0 uns T. Th. 3 


Tes E eateſt abſurdities, by an ignorant Sack; have Ker 3 

concerning .the. ſufferings of Chriſt. They think that God had great © 

fufferings Chriſt endured from wicked nien, and 

They conclude, that the ſufferings of Jeſus's | 

ce was to God the moſt acceptable, the moſt propitiatory, of an 
Cn in his life, Vea, what is moſt abominable, they conclude, .thar | 

od had a hand in the awful tragedy of his dear Sons ſufferings; thar 
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poured out wrath on that innocent perlon. Ah, thrice abfutd; L 
fuch thoughts and words never be repeated concerning God and his 
inndcerit Son. God never could have made his Son ſuffer if he naa 


righ been difpleaſed with him; and the ſcriptures make it plain, that Be : 
Father never was diffatisfied with the Son: 


the contrary he declared * 


in Fg e This is my beloved Son in whom 1 am W] ẽᷓ-» 
| 5 knnen; he 
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9 pleaſed. However, one thing is clear, that God Was excee ding, 
much diſpleaſed. with every one who had à hand in the ſufferings 
Bis Son. The Spirit of Father and Son in Peter, (Acts ii. 23.) and d 
.xelt of the apoſtles, reprobated the murder of the Son of God, It. 
plain, that God could never act fo inconſiſtent as to condemn others ff 
© . making his holy Son ſuffer, if he himſelf had inflicted any ſufferings. 
that jonocent perſon, as is blaſphemoully alledged on God, by, me; 
2 norant of, God, However, God had much pleaſũre in beholding h 
Jon diſplay his nature, life, and kingdom, in the face of much-oppal 
tion, made by the devil and the world. It is no ſmall evidence of low 
in a father, to expoſe a dear ſon to ſufferings, in: order to.redeem | 
Hand of rebels. But nothing but eruelty "ng delight in; the ſuffering 
of any. Though a generous perſon ſhould delight, to redeem ſuffeſ 
ing creatures, even at the expence of expoſing rhe life of ſome,de 
| child, yet clear it is, that this generoſity, dehghting to redeem, th 
t miſer able, could have no pleaſure in the ſufferin I 
whole life muſt be endangered in the ardudus — N of Aavin 
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75 Nals. The wicked experience not one op of rhe love of God in 
g 8 It feir endleſs run of miſery. I mention not the above circumſtances to 
Fe rs 1 niniſh the ſufferings of Jeſus. Certain it is, whatever his ſufferings 5 
pi 7 ere, they were as hel as the wiſdom, malice, and power of Satan, i 
ol Pl „mad the world; could inflict. But J mentioned the above juſt views, 
wy n confute the nonfenſe fo often ſpoken and written, in making com- 

= pogriſons bet wixt the ſufferings of Jeſus and the poor creatures in hell 


em ſeceive from men and devils; yet this foreknowledge did not 


aderſtood thus, viz. That if Jeſus had not poſſi 
10S; led him to müintain a liſę as godly, as we mult enter into here, and 


| 560 was ſo well pleafed with the work of redemption, that he would 
Pot even withhold à dear Son, though he well knew that he could 
ot, without bruiſes and death, repreſent to that generation the nature 


Hire been our Saviour. However, nothing can be more foreign to 
Ine nature of a God of love, than merely to delight in the ſufferinge 
an ifinocent perſon, in the manner that this world thinks. So wicked 

Ias the generation Chriſt was in, that ran could prevent their 
e Amedding the blood of God's Lamb, except their lives had actually been 


| cl Teftaken; Which indeed had been an end of mercy. The meekneſs for N 


Chriſt led him rather to ſubmit to the fatal blow, than call for * 
to deſtroy his murderers. In that fenſe lod, and not e 
he be ſaid to die in the room of men. 3 | 
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to aſcribe the ſame to God; they are ready to think that he is fuch 2 
one in bis thoughts, as they experience themſelves to be In comme. 
taries, and preaching, nothing is more common than to ſay, ſuch js the 
opinion of this, that, or the other godly man, on the very ſame 
of doctrine; and to conclude all, ſays the commentator, ſuch_and fuck 


can ye do amidft ſuch blind guides f If light breaks not in, the ditch 
muſt be your portion, with your leaders. If the Spirit of God Was - 
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is miſſion into this world. keit holineſs alone was ſatisfactory ro 

Pod, and beneficial to men. Whatever ſcriptures repreſent us, as to. 

Sens being ſaved by the Aach, blood and ſufferings of Jeſus, are to b 
fled as much holineſs -_ 


ontinue in hereafter, and that even at the expence of his life, hs 
wa never have been our Redeemer. Such paſlages'of {cripture, as as -* 8 
preſent God as pleaſed to bruiſe Jeſus, mean the following, vv, 
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# the other commentator, &c.. Nax, it would immediately tell, that ſy 
And ſuch is the mind of God, and muſt be received as ſuch, by all w 
* to be, heirs of ſalvation. When Jeſus appeared in the world, 

ns ver ſaid, ſuch and ſuch were the ſentiments of commentators 

_ cEerning any point of doctrine. No: he at once, told; them, that wh 
ever he delivered as the mind of his Father, and the Esjection or 
eeption of it, was the rejection or reception of Him, that ſent hi 
Ihe apoſtles knew, nothing of that empty deluding formality, of telli 
Jews and, Gentiles. concerning the various opinions of men. No: the 

at once told their hearers, that the Holy Ghoſt, or Spixit of the Fathg 
aid Son, was/in.them, and that whatever they ſaid, concerning et 
Wo pity, was the doctrine of Father and Son, and could not be receive 
_ yithout the reception of Father aud Son, neither could be rejected, b 
at the expence of rejection of both. When the apoſtles ſpoke « 
puman things, they might have ſaid, ſuch and ſuch is my opinion 4, buff 
= when they {pake of the nature of Chriſt's kingdom, aud a pure ſpiritudht 
_ void, they told what they delivered was the mind of God. And inflo] 
WW + deed, except the teacher bring forth his inſtructions, as the mind off 
_ God, it cannot yield any comfort for eternity. Let none think, thaffo 
308! ſaints may differ in their ſentiments concerning God's method of falwa{]}i 
_ ton, If the Spirit of God, in different perſpus, could think different 
, that Spirit would be, in very deed, a Spirit of diviſion. Whereas noſſ 
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ming is more certain, than that the Spirit of God is of one mind in everyſſt 
perſon. If the Spirit of God could, in different perſong, think different: 
Ways, it would likewiſe lead in different paths: whereas the way toff 
_ glory is but one. When commentators and teachers are amuſing theirſ} 
_ with the various ſentiments of men and writers, it would be af; 
111 trying queſtion to aſk them, - But what is God's opinion or ſentiments} 
a. concermng-duch a point? And yet, till this was told, nothing to the 
Wl .. purpoſe was taugbr. From theſe premiſes, we may with ſafety then 
Ss” "draw this concluſion, . viz. that none can tell what the mind of God is, 
concerning any poiut of doctrine or practice, except ſuch as are poſſeſſed 
_ of that mind, And very certain it is, none has the mind, ſpirit, or in- 
=_— ſpiration of God, except thoſe in whom God dwells. Every body be- 
=  lieves, that the apoſtles had been very unfit for the important bulineſs 
= - of ſalvation, except they had poſſeſſed the ſpirit ar mind of God. 1s 
the fame ſpirit, at this day, leſs. neceſſary in the ſame grand buſineſs of 
aving men, than in the days, of the apoſtles? Has man any better will 
towards God thay in the dawn of chriſtianity ? Is it more eaſy to de: 
feat the devil, or perſuade the world, than in the days of the apolfless 
Is the carnal mind of man lefs op poſite to God now than in the apoſtles 
: days? No. No. No. Them, can madneſs be Imagine, apt the 
perſons concerned in tis important buſineſs of ſalvation, have, leſs need 
of the Spin gf God than in former times. Let me tell this world, the 
myſtery of iniquity, in the apoſtles days, was only beginning to work ; 
Pet the Spirit of God, in his ambaſſagors,. was even then abſolurely 
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